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INTRODUCTION. 


God, no doubt often triumphed 
aloud, while the long- expected Hh 


of the Meſſiah was delayed, beyond 


the ſucceſſive periods, to which miſ- 


taken hope was ready fondly to fix it. 
So triumphs Mr. O'Leary* in the 
ſucceſſive diſappointments which the 
friends of the reformation have met 
with, reſpecting the time When popery 
will be deſtroyed; and this ſalutary 
thought ſcems to be awfully hidden 
from his heart, that, if ten thouſand 


more of them ſhould be diſappointed 


* Sce in his tracts, the Eſſay on Toleration, p. 356 to 
374 | 
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in the ſame way, this will make no 
difference, as to the certain accom- 
pliſhment of what God has immutably 
reſolved againſt the nam of fin; of 
which his wirneſſes will never ceaſe to 
give warning, as long as they live ; 
whether he eſteems them well“ or ill- 
bred men. The Chriſtian world can, 
however, have nothing to do with the 
man, who proſtitutes his reaſon ſo 
far, as to make, in any ſenſe, or upon 
any ground whatever, an apology for 


the 1 nquiſitiont, 


But while it is impoſſible, that the 
Papiſts, as ſuch, ſhould ever love the 
Revelation of St. John, which was 
written with a deſign to point outtheir 
abominations, to the abhorrence of the 
Chriſtian world ; it 1s for this reaſon, 
the more important that faithful Pro- 
teſtants, and eſpecially their Miniſters, 
ſhould carefully ſtudy this part of 
God's truth. If we 0 Chriſt, we 


P. 358. P. 356 to 366. 
cannot 
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cannot but rejoice to hear from him 
from heaven, whither he is gone to 
prepare a place for us; eſpecially as 
his wiſdom and love ſaw proper, while 
he had yet one Apoſtle left alive upon 
earth, to lay before us, that ſcheme of 
his future government of the church 
and the world, which himſelf and his 
other apoſtles had only hinted at, 
during the time of their perſonal mi- 


niſtry. And if theſe his laſt inſpired 


words dwell in us richly (while we 
here take ſuch a view of his perſon and 


grace, as will tend to excite a longing” 


after the full enjoyment of him in 
heaven), we ſhall the better know 
what to expect from him, in the fu- 
ture diſpenſations of his providence ; 
be preſerved from neglecting, as well 
as from miſunderſtanding, or miſap- 
plying the words of his former pro- 
phets; and eſcape many of thoſe ſnares, 
into which they are ſure to run, who 
will not anoint their eyes with pro- 
phetic eye ſalve, nor take this part of 

divine 


— ——— —ä—— 


iv Introduction. 
divine truth as a lamp to their feet, and 
A light to their paths. 


On theſe accounts, I thank God, 
every day, for the little I have known 
of this book ; and for the gracious uſe 
which he has made of my poor la- 
bours upon it (which were printed in 
the year 1778), for the inſtruction and 
edification of ſome of his ſervants. 
Farther to confirm and improve what 
J then offered; as well as to ſhew, how 
the whole Revelation 1s elucidated, by 
conſidering the ſeven epiſtles of this 
book, as a prophetic deſcription of the 
ſacceſlive periods of the church, is the 
deſign of the following pages; in 
which, having had no other object than 
to ſpeak the whole truth plainly, as 

far as I could attain to it, I devoutly . 
commit them to the divine patronage: 


and bleſſing. 


J. R. 


Taunton, Jan. 26, 1785. 
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The Rev. THOMAS CHARLES, 


Bala, Merionethſhire. 


REVEREND SIR, 


ONG before we were born, the bleſſed 
God had accompliſhed the moſt in- 
tereſting of all prophecies; and thus made 
that point plain, which % ſpirit of Chriſt, in 
the old teſtament prophets, ſtimulated them to 
inquire into, viz. What, and what manner of 
time he fignified, when he teſtified beforehand 
the ſufferings of Chriſt ; but the glories which 
are to follow after theſe ſufterings, both to the 
juſtice and grace of God, and to Jews and 
Gentiles, in time and eternity, being in a 
great meaſure future, are ſtill to be ſearched 
out, and will be ſo, by thoſe heads of our 
goſpel Iſrael, who haye the ſpirit of Chriſt 
in them; 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Gr. No doubt, there- 
B fore, 
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fore, the apoſtle John, ſearched into the Re- 
velation, which he received in Patmos; though 
probably, like the ancient prophets, he con- 
fidered himſelf as miniſtering, rather to others 
than to himſelf, many of the things in this 
prophecy, which are now plain to us, and 
will be more ſo to our ſucceſſors ; for had he 
known them, probably eccleſiaſtical hiſtory 
would have tranſmitted his key of the Reve- 
lation to us. 


Beſides; with reſpect to one point, of which 
our apoſtie might have eminently deſired to 
have been informed, our Lord had ſaid to him 
and the other apoſtles, a little before his aſcen- 
ſion, Acts i. 6, 7. It is not for you to know the 
times, or the ſeaſons, for reſtoring the kingdom 
to Ijrael; and the following words, viz. which 
the Father has put in his own power, make it 
probable, either that Chriſt's human ſoul did 

not then know the time of that deſirable event 
(any more than the day and hour of judgment ) ; 
or that, if it was made known to him after 
his reſurrection, it was with an order not to 
publiſh it at preſent. While, however, Chriſt's 
anſwer to their inquiry encouraged them to 
hope, that he kingdom would certainly be 
reſtored to Iſrael (in God's ſenſe of that word, 
whether it was 00 in their's or not), they could 
not doubt, but that wiſdom and love dictated 
the preſent concealment of the time, when 


Hey recollected what he had ſaid to them, a 
little 
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little before his crucifixion, in John xv. 15. 
viz. I have called you friends ; for, all things 
that I have hitherto heard of my Father I hav? 
made known to you; for which reaſon I un- 
derſtand thoſe words, John xvi. 12. I have 
many things to ſay to you; but ye cannot bear 
them 1ow, of the things which he had hinted, 
about the ſpiritual nature of his kingdom, 
and the rejection of the Jews, and the ad- 
miſſion of the Gentiles into it, rather than of 
thoſe things which were afterwards. opened, 
both to himſelf and his people, in this re- 


velation. 


The age in which our Lord was born, had 
fo doated on the low idea of Chriſt's ſetting 
up a temporal kingdom, that God would not 
intruſt them with this ſecret, when the king- 
dom ſhould be reſtored to Iſrael. Accordingly 
this revelation, which ſpeaks of the time of 
that event, was not given till moſt or all the 
apoftles were dead, except John; who, it 
ſcems to appear from the above words, did not 
underſtand that part of this revelation which 
treats on this ſubject. Yet it 1s plain, that 
thoſe words, in Acts 1. 6, 7. cannot be ex- 
tended to all Chriſtians to the end of the 
world; for, when the Jews are reſtored to 
their own land, the times and ſeaſons of its 
begun- and compleat accompliſhment, muſt 
be known to them, and to all nations. And, 


even with reſpect to us, as the apoſtle has 
D2- ITO 
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deſcribed this event as occurring at the be- 
ginning of the ſeventh trumpet, chap. xiv. 
I—5. if we find reaſon to believe that that 
trumpet will ſound, A. D. 1866, we cannot 
but expect it about that time. Obſerve, the 
light ſown for the righteous (in the God-man, 
and in the covenant of grace) is concealed for 
a time; and afterwards ſprings up gradually, 
to the compleat harveſt in heaven. 


But whether our author underſtood this 
revelation or not, his plenteous tears at the 
idea, that n one in heaven or earth was found 
worthy ts open the book, or to looſe its ſeals ; as 
well as the tranſport, joy, and praiſe, which 
heaven and earth expreſſed, when they ſaw 
the Lamb take the ſealed book into his hands, 
Rev. v. 4—14. promiſed aloud, that they 
would ſtudy this prophecy, though it deſcribed 
things then unaccompliſhed, aſſoon as they 
ſhould receive it: and ſo will I, if God per- 
mit; even though ſome of my brethren ſhould 
{till fo far forget the reſpect due to their own 
reaſon, as to condemn my labours on this book 
unbeard. If goſpel miniſters do not underſtand 
prophecies, they are ignorant of a very conſi- 
derable part of the ſacred writings; and neglect 
thoſe views of the divine perfections and go- 
vernment, which. are eminently adapted to 
inlarge, purify, and invigorate the mind; and 
which he had prepared and deſigned, to be 
the mean of their humility, the food of faith 

and 
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and hope, and the fewel of divine love. 
Therefore, if any faithful miniſter of Chriſt, 
who now paſſes over the prophecies as too 
deep for him, ſhall hereafter be led to a humble 
attention to them ; he will bleſs God for di- 
recting his thoughts to that command given to 
miniſters, Come and ſee; ch. vi. 1, 3, 5, 7. 


Put to proceed to what is more immediately 
intended. By the glaſſy ſea, like cryſtal be- 
fore the throne, Rev. iv. 6. by which the con- 
querors of the beaſt ſtood exulting, chap. xv. 2. 
1 thould; with ſome others, have underſtood 
Chriſt himſelf, if he had not been perſonally 

reſent, in this grand ſcene, as a Lamb that 
had been ſlain, chap. v. 6. which ſeems to 
imply the water of purification, as well as the 
blood of atonement ; therefore it may rather 
repreſent goſpel ordinances, or the church of 
God, for whoſe uſe they are inſtituted. Either 
of theſe might be typified by the /aver of 
braſs in the tabernacle, and the molten ſea in 
Solomon's temple; Exod. xxx. 18. 2 Chron. 
iv. 2—6. Both of theſe may be ſaid to be 
before the throne; where nothing can dwell, 
but what is holy, and of heavenly original: 
both of theſe are clear as cryſtal; to which 
nothing but heavenly things are compared in 
ſcripture; Ezek. i. 22. Rev. xxi. II. XXU. I. 
And the triumphant company, who had gained 
the victory over the beaſt, over his mark, image, 
and the number of his name, might ſtand exult- 


ing, 
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ing, either by the ordinances, or the church, 
both of which they ſaw ſecured. As there- 
fore theſe ideas agree either to the church or 
the ordinances, I underitand this /ea of glaſs 
of both; for they are correlates. I cannot, 
however, exclude the FORMER ; (1.) Becauſe 
the /ea and waters are common emblems 
of people, both in facred ard common 
language; fee chap. viii. 8, 9. xvii. 1. 
(2.) It is moſt honourable to the church of 
God, as well as moſt conſonant to the idea of 
their being the brethren and þ/ters of Chriſt, 
to, ſuppoſe them all, repreſentatively preſent, 
under the type of a /ea of g/aſ5, in this grand 
convention of heaven and earth, when their 
Lord was about to open the ſealed book. 
(3-) The church of God ſhall be like the 
waters of the ſea for multitude; and, if left to 
themſelves, would be alſo, like that, un/table 
and turbulent; but their purity and beauty, 
like a glaſſy ſea, forms a ſtriking contraſt to 
the wicked, whom the Holy Ghoſt compares 
to a froubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
waters caſt up mire and dirt; for whom God 
declares that here is no peace, in time or eter- 
nity ; Iſaiah lvii. 20, 21. (4.) The fire of 
perſecution, which will be mmg/ed with this 
fea of glaſs, A. D. 1936, juſt before the vials 
are poured out, chap. xv. 2. will be kindled 
againſt men, for the ſake of God's ordinances ; 
and can no other ways obſtruct the latter, than 


by maligning the former. 
| Bat 
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But if you apprehend, that the church's being 
compared, in part, to a /ea of glaſs, A. D. 96, 
chap. iv. 6. and not mentioned again as ſuch 
till A. D. 1936, chap. xv. 2. intimates, -that 
there will be a conſiderable ſimilarity between 
the churches in theſe two periods, I have 
nothing to object to the idea: but, let the 
church in A. D. 1936 obſerve, from the ex- 
preſſion mngled with fire, added in the latter 
paſſage, that they have ſuch a fre to expect in 
the time of the /econd beaſt, as heathen Rome 
had not kindled A. D. 96; yet that while it 
rages, God's people will ſtand triumphant by 
the ordinances of the church, having the harps 
of God, high tuned and ſtrong, to tell unborn 
ages, that He was with them, of whom it had 
been ſaid before, in a like caſe, the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God, Dan. iii. 25. and 
that God's ea will ſpeedily, and for ever, 


quench the Devil's fre, and clap .its hands 


: z 


over its laſt expiring ſpark. 


You aſk, Where do the tuo witneſſes deliver 
their teſtimony ? Anſ. As we have no account 
where they propheſied, for the firſt 150 (of 
their 1260) years, viz. from A. D. 66, to 
756, it is natural to conſider them, as having 
delivered their teſtimony, for that time, in 
the preſence of the papa/ and Mabometan chiefs, 
againſt both of whom God had ſubpœnaed 
them both to witneſs; though the proteſtant 


churches, with their magiſtrates and miniſters, 
were 


| 
| 
2 
| 
: 
| 
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8 The Eaſtern and Weſtern Witnejs. 
were to teſtify chiefly againſt popery; as the 


Greek church, with their magiſtrates and mi- 
niſters, againſt Mahometaniſm. Theſe were 
God's witneſſes in the Eaſt and Weſt ; againſt 


both of whom the Pope was greatly enraged , 


eſpecially. againſt the weſtern witneſs, on ac- 


count of what he had ſaid againſt him, to his 


face, as a univerſal biſhop; ſo that when he 
became a beaſt, A. D. 756, this deponent was 
glad to fly for ſhelter where he could ; and 


indeed to have continued near him, would 


have been equally uſeleſs and unſafe; for what 
end could it have anſwered to talk logick to a 
beaſt, to reaſon with a dragon, or to preach 
divinity to the Devil? Beſides, God had not 
ſent him to convert the Pope, but to gather 


up his ele& out of his territories, eſpecially 


among thoſe ſeven of the ten horns, or king- 
doms of the beaſt, which lay in the wzlaerneſs, 
at a diftance from his court. 


And though the Mahometan Chief was not 


equally intolerant to the eaſtern witneſs ; and 
though the Grand Seignior now ſuffers the 


chriſtian worſhip in his metropolis, and con- 


firms the election of the Patriarch of Conſtan- 
tinople, who is the head of the Greek church; 

yet every miniſter and member of that deſpiſed, 
and indeed, too contemptible church, finds 


himſelf fituated amidſt the briars and thorns 
of a very inhoſpitable ww/derneſs; which word 


(fays Roger” s Abridgment of Daubuz on 


the 
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the Revelation“) expreſſes that which is 
* oppoſite to ſettlement and worldly peace; 
« fee If. xiv. 7. xxvii. IO. xxxii. 9. Jer. xxii. 6. 
« Hof. ii. 3. but when perſons threatened, 
and purſued by enemies, fly into a wilder- 
% neſs, the word derne then becomes the 
* ſymbol of an obſcure and retired, yet of a 
& ſafe ſtate and condition; ſee 1 Macc. ii. 
* 28, 31.“ Such then is the preſent ſtate of 
the eaſtern and weſtern churches, with relation 
to Mahometaniſm and popery. And if the 
beaſt has always endeavoured: to deſtroy God's 
witneſſes, and the moſt active of them have 
been forced to fly for their lives, whenever 
the times would admit of it, in all the dif- 
ferent kingdoms of his dominion ; if he has 
deprived God's /abourers of their hire and their 

eace, when he could not touch their lives; 
and if he has kept their followers and ad- 
herents in a low and afflicted ſtate; and loaded 
their- names with contempt, when he could 
not remove them from thoſe places in the 
wilderneſs, in which they were born ; cer- 
tainly every member of the weſtern, as well as 
of the eaſtern church, may even now be ſaid 
to be in a wilderneſs, Yea, like the Iſraelitiſh 
children who were born in the wilderneſs, 
they, who are comparatively at reſt in the wil- 
derneſs, may even be ſaid to be driven thither, 
in the perſons of their parents or predeceſſors. 
But wherever God's witneſſes are, while he 


* 4t0, Printed A. D. 1730. . 
C inſpires 
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inſpires them with zeal, they will never ceaſe 
to teſtify againſt the hea? and the Jalſe pro- 
"—_ 


But we muſt here diſtinguiſh, 1. Of the 
witneſſes and the woman; 2. Of their friends 
and enemies; and, 3. Of the places where they 
reſide and witnels. 


1. Of the witneſſes and the woman. Both 
theſe words deſcribe the church of God ; 
which, however, can be but one, though it 
may fall under different deſcriptions in the 
ſame or different times. The witneſſes pro- 
pheſy, in the Eaſt and Weſt, 1260 years, viz. 
from A. D. 606 to 1866, clothed, for the 
whole of that time, in ſackcloth ; ch. xi. 3. 
But after A. D. 756, the church is repreſented 
under another ſcriptural emblem, viz. of a 
woman; ſee Pf. xlv. 9. If. liv. 5, 6. Matt. 
xxv. I, &c. Eph. v. 32. Rev. xxi. 9. which 
ſpeaks her dignity and bleſſedneſs, as related 
to the Lord Jeſus; her bringing forth children 
to her divine huſband, ch. xii. 2, 5. and yet 
her weak and defenceleſs ſtate in herſelf ; and 
her need of ſuch inſtruments, for her political 
ſupport and protection, as God ſhall ſee proper 
to employ for that purpoſe. 


This is a very different perſon. from that 
woman, the carnal Jeruſalem, which Zechariah 


law, ch. v. 5—11. caſt into an ephah, when 
the 
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the meaſure of her ſins, and God's judgments 
were filled up, with a 7alent of lead upon her, 
to keep her down in it; and afterwards car- 
ried by two other women, with flork-like wings, 
that is, by the Grecian and Roman empires, 


to build an houſe for this ephah, in the land 


of Shinar, amongſt the papiſts in ſpiritual 
Babylon; that it may be eſtabliſhed, and jet 
there upon her own trading baſs. This was 
the bond woman, Hagar, Gal. iv. 24, 25. who, 
in ſome reſpects, adumbrated that woman, 
ſpoken of Rev. xvii. or the apoſtate church of 
Rome ; only with this ditterence, that the 
former traded 40i7hout, but the latter againſt 


God. 


But the perſon here ſpoken of is the Sride, 
the Lamb's wife ; who, under the ſeventh 
trumpet, at A. D. 1866, and not before, will 
be clothed worth the fun, &c. ch. xii. 1. After 
this time, the alſo brings forth, and nouriſhes, 
many more children than the church ever did, 
in the time of the ww7ne/es, ver. 2, 5. But on 
this account the is forced to flee a ſecond time 
into the wilderneſs, ver. 6. This 1s certainly 
her tecond flight; and in my next letter 1 
hope to prove, that ver, 14 refers us back, in 


the plu- perfect tenſe, to the time when ſhe 


firſt flew on the eagle wings from the ſerpent 
into a wilderneſs; where ſhe is nourrſhed of 
God (not 1260 years after A. D. 1866, but) 


during the whole time of the beaſt, viz. from 
C 2 A.D. 
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5 756 to 2016. But this leads us to 


conſider 


2. Her friends and her enemies. Her enemies 
are, in the Eaſt, that dragon, the falſe prophet ; 
firſt as a Mahometan, with his devotees the 
Saracens, Turks, &c. and afterwards, from 

D. 1866 to 2016, 'as a papal Chriſtian, 
under the name of the ſecond beaſt. And in 


the Weſt, they are the dragon, the beaſt, and 


the ten horns, or kingdoms into which the 
weſtern Roman empire was crumbled, A. D. 
456, after theſe horns had received their power 
the ſame hour with the beaſt, viz. A. D. 750; 

ſee ch. xvii. 12, 13. From all theſe enemies 
God protects her, as he did Moſes and Elyah, 
and the Jewiſh church in the wilderneſs ; and 
employs for her ſafety thoſe re great eaſtern 
and weſtern wwzgs, into which the Roman 
empire was divided, A. D. 395; and which, 


having become chriſtian, before it was fo di- 


vided, of courſe deſired to protect the church 
of God. And though Mahometaniſm has 
wounded Chriſtianity in the Eaſt, and popery 
debauched it in the Weſt, there 1s ſtill fo 
much of it left, both in Mahometaniſm and 
popery, as has frequently conſpired with na- 
tural conſcience, and human policy, to mitigate 
the trials of the church. Thus in the Welt 
eſpecially, where there is moſt religion, when 
any horn, or kingdom of the beaſt, has puſhed 


at its own proteſtant ſubjects, ſome individuals 
of 
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of the ſame nation, ſupported by the liberal 
ſpirit of a humane multitude, or ſome other 
Kingdom, as part of the weſtern wing of the 
eagle, has reſcued the woman, the church, 
from the power of the beaſt, when he was 
ready to devour her. 


But if it ſeems to you a contradiction, that 
the woman ſhould be perſecuted by any nation, 
as a born of the beaſt, and yet protected in the 
ſame, as part of the wzng of the eagle; recollect, 
that if the woman is protected, ſhe muſt be fo 


where ſhe is; therefore if we ſhould hereafter 


find her in a wilderneſs, that lies in the terri- 
tories of the beaſt, ſhe muſt be ſheltered in 
ſome part of that wilderneſs; though perhaps 
not on the ſpot where ſhe was perſecuted. 

And, accordingly, while many have fallen 
under the paw of the beaſt, ſome brave ſpirits, 
of truly Roman courage and liberality of ſen- 
timent, though they could nor reſiſt the enemy 
upon the ground, have ſnatched her away 
from him ; flying with the woman on their 
wings, from one place to another in the wil- 
nen as churches and miniſters have ex- 
perienced in every age. While, however, the 
woman is upon theſe wings, it is God himſelf 
that feeds her, ver. 14. as he did Erael in a 
wilderneſs; in which ſhe allo is nouriſhed 1260 
years, that is, for @ time, and times, and half 
a time, viz. from A. D. 756 to 2016; ano 
TPoTwrou, 
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Teoowrov, at a diſtance from the face of the 
ferpent®. But this leads me, 


To diſtinguiſh of the places where the 
witneſſes propheſy, and the woman is nouriſhed. 
We have heard that the witneſſes propheſy in 
fackcloth, from A. D. 606 to 1866, ch. xi. 3 
and that the woman is nouriſhed in that wilder- 
neſs, into which ſhe flew on the eag/e's wings, 
from A. D. 756 to 2016, at a diſtance from the 
face of the ſerpent, ch. xii. 14. But wherever 

God's ſervants are nouriſhed, they will do his 
work; the witneſſes therefore propheſy in a 
wilderneſs, from A. D. 756. to 1866; yet, as 
they prophecy at a diſtance from the ſerpent, 
we are not to look for them in (that which is 
blaſphemouſly called) St. Peter's Patrimony, 
which is the moſt irreligious ſpot in Chriſten- 
dom ; but chiefly among thoſe ſeven (of the 

ten . which lie at a diſtance from the 
ſeat of the beaſt; for though the wilderneſs, 
into which the Iſraelites fled, when they left 
Egypt, did not lie in the dominion of the 

Egyptians (which might be one reaſon why 
they did not attempt to bring them back, in 
all thoſe years of their perigrination), the wil - 
derneſs into which the woman flew certainly 
lies in the territories of the beaſt; or elſe, 
(1.) She would have had no uſe for the wings 


* See the ſame ſenſe of @79, Matt. iii. 7, 13, viii. 1, 11. 


of 


Mark vii. 4. 
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of the eagle, when ſhe was come thither ; 
which is contrary to ch. xiu. 7, 8. (2.) The 
beaſt's raiſing the country upon her; and caſt- 
ing waters out of his mouth, like a flood, to cauſe 
her to be carried away of the flood, ch. xii. 1 ü. 

ſuppoſes, that the wilderneſs, into which ſhe 


fled, lay in, what he called, his territories. 


Beſides, (3.) Her teſtifying againſt him, where 
he was not known, nor had claimed their 
homage, would have been doing nothing. Yet 
in this dangerous wilderneſs ſhe is nouriſbed of 
God; and repeatedly eſcapes from his emiſſa- 
ries, on the eagl/e's wings; ver. 14. 


About the time of the {laying of the wit- 
neſſes, or at leaſt by A. D. 1866, the dragon, 
in a very critical hour, breaks in upon the 
woman, that is, into the pureſt proteſtant, or 
other churches (where only the man- child can 
be brought forth), to devour her offspring, 
viz. the elect of God, ver. 3, 4. yet, as ſhe can 
take no nouriſhment while in labour (eſpecially 
in the preſence of the dragon, who will ſo ſoon 
be caſt out), this is not inconfiſtent with her 
being ſaid to be nouriſhed, at a diflance from 
the face of the ſerpent, from A. D. 756 to 2016, 
ver. 14. This will however occaſion her 
fleeing on foot, ſun-dreſſed as the is, into another 
wilderneſs; where ſhe has a place prepared of 
God; and where they, that is numerous inſtru- 
ments, ſhall feed her, from A. D. 1866 to 
3125, ver. 6, But nothing is faid of this laſt 

wilderneſs, 
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wilderneſs, whether it lies in the juriſdiction 
of the beaſt or not. He can however have 
nothing to do with 27, or her, when he has 
made his exit, A. D. 2016. 


I only add at preſent ; as we are, like Iſrael, 
in a wilderneſs, let us look to God to guide, 
protect, feed, and heal us. And may the 
captain of our falvation, in whoſe hands the 
beaſt is not ſo much as the meaneſt reptile 
under the paw of a lion, ſhed his molt be- 
nign influence on your head and heart. 80 


prays, 
DEAR SIR, 


Your affectionate Brother and Servant 
in the Goſpel, 


Taunton, | 
January 1, 1785. 11 


LETTER 


LET TEN 


TO 
The Rev. THOMAS CHARLES, 


Bala, Merimethſhire. 


REVEREND SIR, 


HILE we cannot but deplore that 
inattention to prophecy, and eſpecially 

to the Revelation by St, John, which lowers 
tremendous on the future years of many pro- 
feſſors of religion, and their unborn poſterity, 
my brother may be certain, that my exiſtence 
is the more endeared to me, if my pen has 
been permitted, in any meaſure, to increaſe 


his acquaintance with this heaven-deſcended 
book. 


It is manifeſt, that the Mahometan chief 
has not yet become a papal Chriſtian. This 
is the perſon whom I underſtand by the /econd 
beaſt; who has not yet ariſen, (1.) Becauſe the 

D firſt 
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firſt beaſt has not been wounded in any one of 
his heads, or hills, and therefore not healed, 
ch. xiii. 3. xvii. 9. but the /econd beaſt cauſes 
the world to worſhip the ft, after he had 
been wounded with the ſiword, and did, live; 
ch. xiii. 12, 14. (2.) No crowned head 
whatever has yet, for.. a. continuance, ſtood 
before the beaſt, that is, in his fight ; as evwnioy 
ſignifies 92 times in the New Teſtament ; 
ver. 12, 14. Much leſs, (3.) has any king 
pretended to work miracles before him, even to 
make fire come down from heaven, in the fight 
of men; nor cauſed an image of the beaſt to be 
generally made, and worſhipped : nor cauſed 
ſuch image to /þeak; ver. 12—15, (4.) The 
firſt beaſt has not yet avowed 666 as 41s num- 
ger; much leſs has any #29-horned beaſt com- 
pelled his worſhippers to receive his number, 
or his image; though many kings have been 
zealous for his mark, and his name; ver. 16, 17. 


Whenever the ſecond beaſt ariſes, you well 
obſerve, „that his acts and operations will 
« make him as clearly and diſtinctly known, 
« as the jir/ beaſt now is; eſpecially his re- 
«ſolute exertion to affix the name, the mark, 
* or the number of the firſt beaſt on the fore- 
« heads of his worſhippers ;” which he will 
effect, by the /y;ng wonders of a falſe prophet, 
and by the brutal force of his #wo horns, or 
kingdoms. Theſe to horns, with the pre- 


ceding ten, will make eve, with which to 
| | puſh 
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puſh at thoſe who hearken to the TwELvE 
apoſtles of the Lamb. And perhaps this may 
add to the probability, that the Grand Seignior's 
dominions will be reduced to two {ttle horns, 


or kiugdoms, before he becomes a papal 
Chriſtian. 


If theſe beaſts had not been in the church, 
they could not have done ſuch miſchief there; 
but we find, ch. xit. 3, 4. that that dragon 
the Pope will itill be in heaven, that is, in the 
church, after the ſeventh trumpet has founded, 
A. D. 1866. And as he will there attack the 
ſun-drefſed woman, and his influence be very 
great, by means of the ſecond beaſt; therefore 
it is ſaid, ver. 4. His tail (not threw, but) drew 
down, What ? Certainly none of the ſever 
flars, which Chriſt holds 2 his right band; 
but ſome earth-born vapours, which had 
aſcended a little way into the {ky, and, through 
the defect of human fight, ſeemed: to join the 
ranks of the hoſts of heaven. And how does 
he bring them down? Not by his ſophiſtical 
reaſonings, or perſwaſive oratory chiefly; but 
by His long and ſtrong tail. And he brings 
himfelf down with them; as is intimated in 
the word, He drew them. But why does he 
come down with them.? Not principally to 
ſee every ſpark of their light put'out ; for the 
earth, to which they were fallen, would do 
this for him; nor merely becauſe he had no 
V7 7.2% D 2 company 
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company left him in the heavens, - which 
ſuited him (for as he could never reach the 
fixed ſtars, ſo if he had, he could have had 


no communion with them, nor they with 


him). But the exploit of bringing down ſo 
many ſtars, with his tail, was ſo great, that he 
undeſignedly brought himſelf to the * 
in effecting it. | 


All Chriſtians however, when this time is 
come, ſee that the Pope is no more any part 
of the church of Chriſt, than a dragon is a part 


or the rational creation; for, (1.) No member 
of the church of Chriſt would have put out ſo 
many lights at once. True, theſe ſtars would 


have fallen in time, if he had not drawn them 
down; yet to uſe his influence, to make a 
third part of the miniſters in Chriſtendom 
earthy and ſenſual, is not the Hot of God's 


children. (2.) No member of the Chriſtian 


church could have conſpired with the ſecond 
beaſt, in writing his number 666 on the fore- 


heads of his worſhippers, in defiance of God, 
and of the ſcripture. (3. ) No truly Chriſtian 


wer could have ſo exalted himſelf; or ſo 


perſecuted the ſun- dreſſed woman, or her maſ- 
.culine ſon; eſpecially, (4.) after the miſchiefs 


he had ſo lately done, by ſlaying the to wit- 
neſſes. By theſe actions he has forfeited the 
name of a Chriſtian; and thus, by the year 
1886, he has put an end to the church's 

acknow- 


bo. a 
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acknowledging any ſecular power in the houſe 
of God; though that power will continue to 
torment FROme at leaſt, another a years. 


The beat, however, amprateaklh denies, 
that he has ejected himſelf: he threw himſelf. 
out of heaven, that is, the church, by.drawin 

down the third part of the ſtars; yet he inſiſts 
upon keeping his place there. The two par- 
ties therefore muſt fight it out there, in a 
bloody campaign. Accordingly, ver. 7, 8, 9. 
there was war in heaven ; Michael and bis an- 
gels, with weapons worthy of their hands, 
fought againſt the dragon; and the dragon and 
his angels fought,” with their uſual weapons of 
deceit and blood. It is done; the warfare is 
accompliſhed. The:dragon and his angela are 
caſt out. Repoice ye DEQVERs, See. 7933s 0 


This will not be done 4 the fixth'tram- 
pet; therefore the woman's ffeeing from the 
dragon, ch. xii. 6. cannot be under that, but 
muſt fall under the ſeventh trumpet. We 


have heard that this ſuνν-dreſſed woman is the 


ſucceſſor of thoſe who had ſerved God under 
the fixth trumpet, and the fame perſon who 
had been once called the #wo witneſſes ; and, 


as you juſtly obſerve, * ſhe is found in the ſame 


c heaven, to which the witneſſes aſcended, 
c after their reſurrection. If ſhe had loved 
the mire of pollution, and would have rolled 
herſelf in the ſqualid matter, which once 
| W 


pe 
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compoſed the ſtars he drew down, ſhe mi ght 
have been at eaſe for the preſent; but being 
clothed in a celeſtial dreſs, ſhe is forced to 
flee again into a wilderneſs, as the tuo wit- 
nefſes had done; and here ſhe has a place pre- 
pared of God, that they ſhould nouriſh her there 
1260 days, ver. 6. If God prepares a place 
for his people, it will be either heaven, or 
ſome type of it; ſee Exod. xxiii. 20. Matt. 
xxv. 34. John xiv. 2, 3. 80 Canaan was 
prepared for Iſrael; and the fame land will be 
prepared again for the Jews, when they fee 
from this dragon. And ſome other places 
will be prepared, both here and in America, 


for the peaceable reſidence of his gentile ſer- 


vants; which ſhall adumbrate the new heavens 
and the new. earth, which the ſaints are to 
enjoy after the reſurrection; ſee If. lev. 17. 
Here, I apprehend, the church will be ſettled 
and at reſt, for 1110 of her 1260 years, after 


ſhe has fled from the dragon, the firſt 1 50 


years, which fall under the FI trumpet. 


But very Arent things are ſaid of that 
flight mentioned ver. 14. which was her firſt; 
on the two wings of the Roman eagle ; and 
before ſhe was of rn e 


This was her firſt Sioht into the-wil- 
ered, viz.. from A.D. 756 to2016; for, 
(1.) Now ſhe is nouriſhed 1260 years, «To 
x, VG at a diſtance from the face of tbe 


ſerpent ; 
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erpent; which implies that ſhe will have the 
beaſt, 'or the ſerpent (which, at A. D. 1866, 
is called a dragon, ver. 6.) to contend with, 
for the whole of that time; which agrees to 
no other period but the above: for it would 
be inconſiſtent with the account given us of 
the millenium, ch. xx. 1-4. to ſuppoſe the 
woman to fly from purſuing danger, 1260 
years after A. D. 1866 : not to ſay that the 
two wings of the great eagle cannot have been 
then firſt given her, for her flight from the 
beaſt. (2.) The phraſe, here uſed, to expreſs 
her 1260 years flight from the face of the 
ſerpent, viz. 4 time, times, and half à time, is 
the ſame as Daniel uſes to deſcribe the time 
of the beaſt's power, ch. vii. 25.-xit. 7. which 
therefore confines it to the above period: 
eſpecially as the ſame length of time, viz. 
1260 years, when it deſcribes the churches: 
times, is called days both under the fixth and 
ſeventh trumpet; ſee ch. xi. 3. xii, 6. which 
calls us to make a different eſtimate of the 
very different phraſe here uſed. Eſpecially, 
(3.) as this time, times, and balf a time, na- 
turally expreſſes thoſe alternate ſucceſſions of 
ſummer and winter, that is, of proſperity and 
adyerſity, both to popery and the reformation, 
which the church experienced, and yet will, 

between A. D. 756 and 20163. for if to the 
year 756 we add a time, or 360 years, it brings 
us to A. D. 1116, when Henry V. oppoſed the 


eccleſiaſtical encroachments of Pope Paſchal II. 
ſays 


— ——— no EN - 
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. church-hiſtory can inform you of, at the end 


of the three following half times, viz. in the 
years 1296, 1476, and 1656, perhaps in 720 


Fears after A. D. 1116, that is, by A. D. 1836, 


or times, one of the Pope's ſeven heads, or 
hills, may be taken away from him, by ſome 
enraged power. At leaſt another Hal, time, 
or 180 years, will put an everlaſting end to 
e ee viz. by A. D. 2016. 


From theſe nd I conclude, that the 
anti £dobyoazv, ver. 14. muſt be rendered in 
the plu- perfect tenſe ; fo the woman there had 
been given two wings, ke: and as ſuch a ren-' 
dering of the aoriſt would have explained 
many other texts beſides this; ſo I dare not 
deſpoil this prophecy of the concinnity which 


ſuch a rendering of this verſe gives; as the 


remnant of the woman's ſeed, with whom the 
dragon bad gone to make war, ver. 17. might 


mean the Chriſtians in the valleys of Pied- 
mont, who were protected, in the fixteenth 


century, by their own faſtneſſes, and not by 
the wing of the great eagle; which leads me 
to obſerve, 


2. That, the woman flies on the eaſtern and 
weſtern wings of ' the Roman eagle; for it is 
ſaid, there had been given to her, not as it 
were, but really, ro wings of a great eagle © 
and we Know that there were no other two 

WINGS, 
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wings, which did, or could protect her, in the 
Eait and Welt, after A. D. 756, but the wings 
of that empire, which Chriſt had compared 
to an eagle; Matt. xxiv. 28. Yet it is not 
ſaid, that the Roman eagle, or empire itſelf 
was given her; for, though that empire is even 
now virtually, it was not actually in being, at 

A. D. 756, except in its rue great wings; 
which were given her, merely for the fake of 
flight: for, in theſe times, the ten horns, or 
kingdoms, of the beaſt, had the power in 
their hands; yet while they were making war 
with the Lamb, in the perſon of his wife, 
wherever the Lord was determined to preſerve 
his church, he ſtirred up ſome perſons, of 
truly Roman fortitude and generoſity, to 
ſnatch her away from theſe horns of the beaſt, 
and fly with her into other parts of the wil- 
derneſs; which ſeems to be all that is in- 
tended by the uo wings given her; which the 
ſees given her of God in every inſtance: there- 


fore the water, or people, which the ſerpent 


caſt out of his mouth, after A. D. 756, could 
not reach to drown her; and, after A. D. 
1866, the earth will eminently drink up this 
flood, eſpecially in the time of the vials; ſee 
ver. 15, 16. | 


When the Roman empire became chr, 
it defended the church, before and after it was 
divided into the eaſtern and weſtern; but 

E - when 
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when the Pope took the power of a beaſt into 
his hands, A. D. 756, this woman flew occa- 
fionally, and repeatedly on its 7wp wings, from 
the enemy, with whom ſhe could not con- 
tend; when and where ever God ſtirred up 
the ſpirit of kings, princes, or people, to pro- 
te& her by flight. She is, however, off from 
theſe wings, and fees on foot at A. D. 1866, 
as e@vyey tells us, ver. 6. and has therefore the 
greater command of her own motions. And, 
being at that time clothed with the ſun, &c. 

Verily, not in haſte ſhall the go forth; 

And not by flight ſhall ſhe march along : 

For Jehovah ſhall march in her front; 


And the God of Iſrael ſhall bring up her rear. 
See Bp. Lowth on If, lii. 12. 


But, 3. ſhe was not ſun- dreſſed when ſhe 
flew on theſe wings; for, (1.) as ſo dreſſed, 
ſhe is ſpoken of as a great wonder in heaven, 
at A. D. 1866, when the ſeventh trumpet 
ſounded, ver. 1. which proves that ſhe was not 
ſo clothed at A. D. 756, of which ver. 14 
ſpeaks: nor would, (2.) ſuch a dreſs have 
been ſuitable to her vehicle, while on the 
eagle's wings. (3.) She brought forth the 
man-child, ſoon after ſhe was ſun-dreſſed, ver. 
I, 2, 5. but ſhe could not fafely bring him 
forth, while ſſying; therefore ſhe was not /un- 
dreſſed while flying. Beſides, (4.) under the 


character of the /wWwo witneſſes, ſhe was clothed 
| | 21th 
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with ſackcloth, from A. D. 606 to 1866, 


ch. xi. 3. and therefore the cannot be /un- 
dreſſed, till ſome time in the laſt named year. 


But while this animating hope of ſeeing the 
church /un-drefſed is yet delayed, may the 
fun of righteouſneſs daily heal, enlarge, and 
increaſe the ſpiritual growth of thouſands 
around us, of your own ſoul, and of, 


DEAR SIR, 
Your affectionate 


Taunton, 8 ; 
January 3, 1785. in Bs 


— 
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LETTER m. 


T 0 
The Rev. THOMAS CHARLES, 


Bala, Merionethſhire. 


REVEREND SIR, 


AM much obliged to you, and Mr. L. for 

enabling me to join Mr. J. Mede's ad- 
miration at Mr. Potter's Interpretation of the 
Number of the Beaſt, viz. 666* ot whole 
book I ſhould probably have taken public 
notice, if I had ſeen it before my Remarks on 
the Revelation were printed. I cannot how- 
ever agree with his idea, either of the i or 
ſecond beaſt ; or acquieſce in his proof, either 
that the city, deſcribed Rev. ch. xxi. repre- 
ſents the church militant, or that Eze#ze/'s 
prophetic temple was commenſurate to that 
city. 


- A thin 4to, printed A. D. 1642. 


It 
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It is plain that 666 is the number, not of 
the /econd, but of the ſirſt beaſt ; not only be- 
cauſe the ſccond beaſt, whenever he riſes, will 
live wholly and only for the honour of the firſt, 
Rev. xiii. 11, 12. (for which reaſon [reneus 
calls him bis armour-bearer }; but becauſe the 
firſt beaſt is viſibly intended by the word beaſt 
tix times, ver. 14, 15, 17. and it is allo 
aſſerted, ver. 17. that the number of the firſt 
beaſt will be given to his worſhippers ; for he 
is the laſt named, and the proper antecedent'to 
the relative aur, His, ver. 17, 18. This wholly 
ſets aſide Mr. Vivian's ſcheme*; who, finding 
the number 666 in the name Ludovicus, or 
Lewis, miſtook the French King, who is the 
Pope's firſt-born ſon, for the ſecond beaſt; 
who (I hope I have proved) is not yet come. 


If the number 666 had been years; as ſome 
have found (A. D. 756 to be near about) the 
time when the beaſt aroſe, by adding 666 to 
the year of Chriſt, when, they ſuppoſe, this 
revelation was given; ſo, beginning theſe 
numbers in the unit's place, we may nearly 
find the time of his fall, by the following pro- 
portion, viz. as 6 is to 60, ſo is 600 to 6000; 
and ſoon after the year of the world 6000, that 
is, by A, D. 2016, it is plain from this book, 
that the beaſt will be caſt into the lake of fire. 
It is not however ſtrange, that there is no 


* See his Diſſertation on Rev. xiii. latter part. 


exactneſs 
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exactneſs in either of theſe accounts; , for the 
666 are not years, but the number of the beaſt, 
that is, of a man, whom the Holy Ghoſt has 
called by that name ; and who, we apprehend, 
will continue the 1260 years, which are in- 


cluded between A. D. 756 and 2016. 


Beſides what is ſaid of the origin, charatters, 
operations, and times of this beaſt, Rev. ch. xiii. 
we read of four other things, ver 14 18. by 
which he will make himſelf known, viz. his 
mark, his image, his name, and the number of 
his name. The three firſt of theſe the Holy 
Ghoſt has not ſeen fit to give us; which makes 
it highly probable, that his name papa, the 
Pope (which is applied to Anacletus, in [gna- 
tiuss firſt epiſtle), was inſerted into the writ- 
ings of ſome of the earlieſt fathers, by ſome 
ſervant of the beaſt. But though God left it 
to the beaſt himſelf to inform us of his name, 
the Pope; of his mar, the fign of the croſs; 
and of his mage, or picture; yet his number 
was given to St. John, to employ the zeal and 
wiſdom of Chriſtians in thoſe times; who 
would not have been expected to have found 
it out, if God had not furniſhed them with 
ſufficient means for that purpoſe. But he in- 
formed them, that the place of all this tyranny 
was Rome, the city which then reigned over 
the kings of the earth, ch. xvii. 18. and added, 
his number (not was, nor will be, but) eri 18 
nom, in the preſent tenſe, 666. And while 
this 
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this taught them to look for a word, whoſe 
numeral letters ſhould expreſs 666, and at the 
fame - time deſcribe the future beaſt, who 
ſhould reign at Rome, this ſerved to convince 
them the more, that it was neceſſary for the 
ſafety of the church, that the word ſhould be 
given them ænigmatically, by x Z g, which ex- 
preſs his number, 666, viz. x 600, C 60, 56. 


The word Aæreivog, the Latin man, 3 
all theſe characters; and ſays Jrencus, Valde 
veriſimile eſt, It is very probable ; yet he pre- 
fers the name Terra, Titan, the ſun, which 
many eſteemed as a divine name. But while 
either of theſe names gives us the number of 
the beaſt, it ſeems certain, that his number 
will be hereafter more publicly diſcovered, 
than it is at preſent; becaule it is ſaid to 
Chriſtians now, as well as to thoſe of the firſt 
century, Here is wiſdom. Let him that hath 
underſtanding count the number of the beaſt z 
becauſe that number is given us in the times 
of the ſecond beaſt, who is not yet come; 
and eſpecially becauſe, in 4zs times, as you in- 
geniouſly obſerve, both * the beaſt himſelf, 
% and his followers, will be diſtinguiſhed from 
* all others by the number of bis name; for at 
that time, no man may Si, or ſell, but he 
* who has the mark, image name, or number 


« of the beaſt upon wm,” I apprehend, 


Contra Hæreſes, lib. v. cap. xxx. p. 445. Grabii 1702. 
| therefore, 
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thavefore, that in the time of the ſecond beaſt, 
thefr/7 beaſt will either take to himſelf the name 
Lateinos, Teitan, or ſome other name which 
expreſſes 666; or perhaps, without any ſuch 
maſk, he will avow the number 666 as his, 
and as that by which his followers ſhall be 
diſtinguiſhed, and in which they muſt glory ; 
which will be ſuch an inſtance of audacious 
impiety, as the beaſt himſelf durſt not ſhew, 
till the ge prophet had added the eaſt to his 
weſtern tyranny. But when he has gained all 
he wanted, viz. the earth, ver. 8, 12, 14. he 
will freely tell us both his number ; and how 
it is that he puts Hpirit into his image, and 
_ Cauſes it to ſpeak, ver 14, 15. Gr. But if his 
Aaying the witneſſes, A. D. 1862, does not o- 
caſion every Chriſtian to conſider him as ana- 
thema, his aſſuming the number 666 will 
| certainly do it. Yet, even when he moſt 
| publicly avows that number, God's people 
j may probably ſtill find it their duty, in one 
1 ſenſe or other to count the number of the beaſt, 
even till A. D. 2016, if not to the end of the 
world. 


* 


The command typ uraru , g, Let him count 
666, ver. 18. certainly implies addition ; for 
nothing can be done with the numbers repre- 
ſented by xt c, till they are added together; 
as he who is going to build, fits down PnoiCen, 
to count the coſt, adding one article of expence 
to another, till he has diſcovered the ſum total, 

' Luke 
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Luke xiv. 28. as Matthias ouyxarenpioby was 
numbered with the apoſtles, Acts i. 26. as 
ouveypioav, they counted the price of the books 
burnt at Epheſus, ch. xix. 19. or as the white, 
or black ſtones, caſt into a veſſel, were counted, 
to know the number of votes for, or againſt a 
_ perſon, who ſtood candidate for an office ; 
Rev. ii. 17. So far, I apprehend all inter- 
preters are agreed. 


But when this number is gained, Mr. Potter 
thinks that the {quare root of it ſhould be 
extracted, which is 2557. And accordingly 
he finds, that the firſt decreed number 
* of cardinals, pariſhes, parith-prieſts, and 
* churches for baptiſm in Rome, was 25; 
that Rome had 25 gates; that the popith 
e creed conſiſts of 2 5 articles; that there were 
« 25 ſeſſions of the council of Trent; that 25 
« prelates were aſſembled at the firit of them; ; 
* and that its articles were figned by 25 arch- 
* biſhops : that the Pope has divided king- 
* doms into 25 provinces, or dioceles ; that 
“England had heretofore 25 abbots, who had 
voices in the parliament houſe ; that there 
« were 25 monks, friars, and prieſts, who 
*« ſang maſs in many of their abbies, priories, 
e and monaſteries; and that this number was 
frequent and remarkable in the abbies, 
* priories, and deaneries of France, England, 
and Scotland: that 25 knights of the order 
of the Virgin Mary were to be reſident at 

F «© Rome, 
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Rome, and the ſame number at Loretto ; 
* and that this number is remarkable in their 
offices of higheſt note, belonging to the 
* courts of juſtice at Rome : that on the top 
* of $7. Peter's church there is placed a gilded 
* crols, 25 hands-breadth in height; that the 
* Holy gate of that church ſtands open every 
*« 25th year; that that church has 25 altars ; 
* and that the great altar of St. Peter's is 25 


feet high, long, and broad; that there are 


* 25 marks, dents, or characters, imprinted 
upon all their altars,” (that is, five times 
Chriſt's five wounds,) '** worn in the arms of 
* many popiſh princes, and printed on the 
* frontiſpiece of many of their books: that 
« the Pope's relations are of age at 25 ; that 
<« the 25th year is their jubilee; and the chief 
* of their holy-days on the 25th day of t 

month.“ 


This is truly curious; and the more pro- 
bable, becauſe, as every root muſt precede its 
ſquare, ſo God's number 12, preceded its 
ſquare 144 ; and ſome of the above remarks 
prove, that the Biſhop of Rome paid an atten- 
tion to the number 25, before himſelf became 
a beaſt, or diſtinguiſhable by the number 666. 
This adds to the evidence, that 'the Pope is 
indiſputably intended by the beaſt ; eſpecially 
as 26 alſo is a remarkable eccleſiaſtical number 
in England and Wales ; and between 25 and 


26 lies the exact root of 666. And if he took 
ſuch 
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ſuch methods to notify the root of his num- 
ber, both before and fince he became a beaſt, 
there can be no doubt, but that he will here- 
after make his number itſelf as conſpicuous 
upon his worſhippers, as the Holy Ghoſt has 
aſſerted that he will; though we know not 
the exact method in which he will do it. 
Some, indeed, might bave been better ſatisfiod 
with Mr. Potter's ſcheme, if there had been no 
fractions attending the root (though poſſibly 
God might by them intimate that there 1s an 
eſſential diſorder, both in the beaſt's and the 
devil's kingdom): and if he had proved that 
wid ever ſignifies to extract the ſquare root, 
in any approved Greek author (which, not 
having an dex verborum to the Greek clathcs, 
can neither prove nor diſprove) ; yet his 
ſucceſs greatly favours your thought, that 


n fignifies calculation in general, with- 


* out confining the idea to any one rule of 
« arithmetic;” and makes it probable, that 
every other poſſible method of counting the 
number of the beaſt, may hereafter diſcloſe 
new wiſdom in this prophetic deſcription. 


Yet I am more fatished with Mr. Potter's 
poſition, than with the ground on which he 
builds it, With 12 and 144, he, very pro- 


perly, contraſts 2 557 and 666, which are the 


root of the beaſt's number, and its ſquare. 


But not to ſay, that the beaſt's number itſelf 
is given us in ſcripture, not the root of it, the 
F 2 place 
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place on which he fixes to find the 144, is not 
at all to his purpoſe, viz. Rev. xxi. 17. where 
the thickneſs of the wall of the New Jeruſalem 
is ſaid to be 144 cubits; which cannot be 
contraſted with 666, the number of the beaſt, 
becauſe the latter is much more than the for- 
mer; and it could not be God's deſign to in- 
timate, that the ſecurity of the ap te church 
was greater than that of the bo/y. Yet as 12 
and 144, which are God's numbers, may be 
properly compared with 25 and 666, the laſt 
of which is the beaſt's; ſo it is remarkable, 
that the two firſt, and the laſt of theſe num- 
bers, are, I apprehend, the only numbers in 
the Greek Teſtament, which the Holy Ghoſt 
has expreſſed by numeral letters. And theſe 
numbers alone being ſo expreſſed, and that 
only in one place, leads us to conclude that 
they have ſome relation to each other. 


Before Popery began, in the days of Con- 


ftantine the Great (who ſecularized the eccle- 


fiaſtical hierarchy), we read, Rev. vii. 4—8. 


of 144 thouſand ſealed of all the tribes of Iſrael, 


that is, 12 7hou/and of every tribe. Now it is 
obſervable, that in all theſe numbers, the 


thouſands are expreſſed by the Greek word 
xauzdes ; but the 12 and 144 are expreſſed by 
numeral letters: 12 is 16, that is; 10, andC 2; 
and 144 is pu, that is p 100, 40, and de 4. 


Perhaps theſe two numbers might be thus 


expreſſed, to intimate, that it was not eſſentially 
neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, that every common Chriſtian ſhould 
know, how many thouſands were converted at 
that time; which yet they might find out, 
if they had leiſure and ability to inquire. And 
for ſimilar, as well as other, reaſons, the beaſt's 
number is expreſſed by x & 5, 666. And as 12 
is the root of 144, and theſe three numbers, 
12, 144, and 666, are expreſſed in ſo ſingular 
a manner, this gave ſome reaſon to expect, 
that there would be ſomething fingular either 


in 25, the root of 666 (which Mr. Potter fo- 


illuſtrated, thirty years before the year 1672, 
when, I apprehend, Chriſt began to hold the 
little book open in his hands, for his ſervants 
to read it; ſee my Remarks dn ch. x. 2—11.), 
or elſe in 443, 566. which is 666 multiplied 
into itſelf ; which may perhaps hereafter ap- 

ear to be the number of cardinals, who have 
ſupported the beaſt's throne, from A. D. 756 
to 2010. | 


From the above three numbers, ſo particu- 
larly marked out by the Holy Ghoſt, I take 
alſo the following proportion, viz. as 12 is to 
144, ſo is 666 to 7992 ; and perhaps this laſt 
may hereafter diſcover the number of the &ings 
or princes, who have worſhipped the beaſt, 
during his 1260 years, viz. 7992. Or, con- 
fining ourſelves to the number of the beaſt, 
we may obſerve, that, as 72, which was the 
number of the elders of Iſrael in the wilder- 
neſs, including Moſes and Aaron, is the half 
of 
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of 1443 ſo the half of 666, that is, 333, may 
perhaps hereafter appear to have been the 
number of all the popes, who reign from A.D. 
750 to 2016: for if there were 81 or 85 
Jewiſh high-prieſts, from their return out of 
captivity to the deſtruction of the temple, and 
18 of them from A. D. 1 to 66*, there may 
probably be more ſtrife for the popedom, in 
the time of the ſecond beaſt, than ever; which 
will increaſe their number greatly. 


I only add, at preſent, that I am, 


REVEREND SIR, 


Moſt affectionately and reſpectfully yours, 


Taunton, T. R. 
January 4, 1785. 


* See Lewis's Origines Hebrææ, vol. 1. p. 91, 94: 
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The Rev. THOMAS CHARLES, 


Bala, Merionethſbire. 


REVEREND SIR, 


HE happy perſons who have obramned 
like precious faith with the a e 

certainly bound to take heed to the ſure pro- 
phetic word, till they come to rr and if 
this is what is intended by this phraſe, till the 
day dawn, and qwapogS., the day fiar ariſe in 
your hearts, 2 Pet. 1. 19. it ſuggeſts this ra- 
tional and pleafing idea, viz. that the know- 


ledge and happineſs of unbodied ſaints will 
be gradual and progreſſive, eſpecially before the 
reſurrection; and Rev. ch. xxi. ſeems to make 
it probable, that it will be ſo afterwards. 


I fee nothing in the laſt named chapter but 


what perfectly gers with the idea of — 


40 = Heaven and Hell in the 


If ver. 24. is thought to be an objection to 
this, reading auvrw for avrwy* gives us this 
ſenſe of the words, viz. that thoſe who. had 
been Kings of the earth bring glory to him into 
it, that is, into heaven. Or, taking the words 
as in our tranſlation, © If,” ſays Dr. Doddridge, 
you were to conceive all the monarchs upon 
* earth, uniting all their treaſures to adorn 
one ſingle place, they could produce nothing 
* comparable to what I then ſaw.” But 
conſidering what is ſaid of this city, which 
follows the account of the general judgment, 
we muſt certainly conclude, that the Holy 
Ghoſt ſpeaks here after his own proper {ſtyle 
and manner, viz. of a ſpiritual glory. The 
church militant had been long peſtered and 
diſguiſed with the temporal glories of the 
world ; they ſhall not pollute heaven too. 
Beſides, what ſuitableneſs would there be, be- 
tween the temporal glories of kings and em- 
erors, and a city 1500 miles High, whoſe 
temple and hight is God and the Lamb, ſeen face 
to face ; and whoſe immortal proviſion is the 
twelve manner of fruits, which the tree of liſe 
yields every month? ch. xxii. 2— 5. This 
city alſo did not appear to John, till after the 
general reſurrection and judgment, ch. xx. 
1115. and till the firſt heaven and the firſt 
earth were paſſed away, ch. xxi. 1. and the 
glory which theſe &mgs bring into it, muſt be 


See in Dr. Mill's Gr, Teſt. 


ſuitable 
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ſuitable to a city which comes down from 
heaven to the new earth, to be the reſidence of 
God and of the Lamb. 


I have long apprehended, that the heaven 
we hope for, after the reſurrection, will bein that 
new heaven and new earth, which are ſpoken 
of ver. 1, 2. and promiſed 2 Pet. iii. 13. for 
God's works, for the future reſt of his people, 
were finiſhed, not before, but from the foundation 
of the world, Heb. iv. 3. and from that time 
the kingdom they are to inherit, was, by a 
creating Fiat, prepared for them, Mat. xxv. 34. 
and, though it is not ſaid, ver. 41. when the 
everlaſting fire, into which devils and damned 
ſpirits will be caſt, was prepared ; yet as Satan 
ſeems to be an appendage to this world, and 
has not, as we know of, been permitted to 
ſeduce any other, therefore I conſider him as 
reſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs 
here, to the judgment of the great day, Jude 6. 
and apprehend, that the abyſs, or hottomleſs 
pit, into which he will be cat, A. D. 2016, 
Rev. xx. 1—z. and he late of fire and brim- 
one, into which he will follow the beaſt and 
the falſe prophet, a little before the day of 
Judgment, ver. 10. as well as the place, ws 
ſinners of Adam's family are to be tormented 
for ever, will be firſt in the old and then in 
the new earth ; ſee ch. xxi. 8. for the heavens 
and the earth, which now are, are reſerved unto 


G fire, 


42 Heaven and Hell in the 
fire, againſt the day of judgment, and perdition ' 


of ungodly men, which we know, will be 
eternal, 2 Pet. iii. 7. for, faith the Lord, a fire 
rs kindled in mine anger, which hath burned, 
and ſhall burn, zo the loweſt Hell, Deut. xxxii. 22. 
and that Hell is, with reſpect to our preſent 
ſituation, . beneath, Prov. xv. 24. and per- 
ſecutors eſpecially ſhall go into the lower parts 
of the earth, Pſ. Ixiti. 9. an horrid bundle for 
eternal fire. So xa&rxxborwy, Phil. 11. 10. may 
rather be underſtood of perſons, than of things 
under the earth, which ſhall bow to the name 
of Teſus, viz. devils and damned ſpirits. So 
Homer deſcribes Tartarus, or hell, into which 
the apoſtle ſays the devils were caſt ; ſee 2 Pet. 
ii. 4. as à deep gulf under the earth, where 
there are iron gates, and a brazen entrance*. 


Of this everlaſting deſtruction, at the great 
day, Sodom and Gomorrah are ſet forth as an 
example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, 
Jude 7. and Gehenna, or the valley of the fon 
of Hinnom, was another repreſentation of hell, 
yet nearer to Jeruſalem. And to ſay nothing 
of volcanos, or burning mountains, which are 
natural figures of that /ake of fire and brimſtone, 
probably God will give the world a third wit- 
neſs of this everlaſting fire, in the burning of 


Rome, A. D. 2016 ; ſee ch. xix. 3. 


„ See Iliad, 0, 1, 1315. 


Does 


ee 
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Does it fill you with horror, to think how 
near to loitering finners around us, that p/ace 
of torment 1s, between which and heaven a 


gulf is fixed! and yet more to ſee hell till 


nearer in ſome who are judicially hardened, 


John xii. 39, 40. and who, with Jeruſalem 
ſinners, are ſporting even with a fophet, near 
their gates, becauſe they do not yet feel its 
fires! Oh! may theſe ſenſible repreſentations 
of the torments of the damned, animate us to 
greater zeal than ever, to ſnatch brands from 
the everlaſting barnmgs ; and ſurely, none but 
devils, and thoſe who are like them, will 
deſire to obſtruct us in this work. 


When you are with God, ſeeking help in 
this all-important, but arduous miniſtry, do 
not forget, 


DEAR SIR, 


Your affectionate Brother and Servant, 


Taunton, | T 
January 5, 1785. . e 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


F this page ſhould meet the eye of any 

entleman, whom providence has indulged 

with learned leiſure, I beg leave to name to 
him the following defiderata, viz. 


1. An index verborum to the Greek claſſics, 
which would certainly affiſt the ſacred critic 
to elucidate, or amplify the meaning of ſome 
parts of the New Teſtament. 


2. As the Hebrew language is of high an- 
tiquity; and, for any thing that appears to the 
contrary, might be that which the 7ather of 
lights taught our firſt parent in Eden* ; and 
probably remained uncorrupted, amidſt the 
confuſions of Babel, in the pious family of 
Heber ; who, I ſhould hope, had no hand in 
that daring tower, from the manner in which 
he tranſmits to poſterity his painful ſenſe of 
the miſeries of the diuiſion which it occaſioned, 
in the name of his ſon Peleg (whence Te\zy0%, 


* See what is ſaid of language in general, Monthly Review, 
Oct. 1784, p. 274—282, x 
pelagus, 


„ 


pelagus, plug, and plague } ; as well as, perhaps, 
in his other ſon Foktan (op! 3. ing. fut. 
hophal, of Top q. Ritten), which ſignifies he will 

be made ſmall. As this is a radical language; 
probably perſons who are equal to the inquiry, 
would find Hebrew in molt, if not in all the 
languages upon earth, ancient or modern. It 
is at leaſt certain, that, if any gentleman will 
carefully trace the different ſtreams of ſpeech 


up to this ſpring, he will find much more 


Hebrew in the Greek, Latin, French, and 
Engliſh, and eſpecially in the latter, than Mr. 
Parkburſt has (in general, ſo properly) pointed 
out in his Hebrew and Greek lexicons. And 
I cannot but apprehend, that an attention to 
this idea, might lead on to an eaſier, as well as 
to a more ſpeedy method of teaching the He- 
brew language compleatly, than has hitherto 
been generally adopted ; and eventually mi- 
niſter to the accompliſhment of ſome prophe- 
cies, which are, even now, haſtening to open 
upon the world their glorious ſcenes. 


3. From the prophecies of the Old and 


New Teſtament, I doubt not but that there 


might now be drawn forth, with much clear- 
neſs and preciſion, an exact account of the 
principal events which are to befal the Jews, 
from this time to the end of the world ; 
together with the times of moſt of thoſe 
events, We know not which of his ſervants 
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Jeſus Chriſt will ſtimulate to attend to theſe 
things: but, as theſe are cares worthy of his 
heart, with him I chearfully leave them, and 
my own declining life ; which I wiſh to wear 
away in humble miniſtrations before him. 
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On the THREE FIRST CHAPTERS of 
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HE Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which God gave to him ; to 
ſhew to his ſervants the things which 
muſt ſhortly be done. And, ſending 
by his angel, he ſignified them to his 
ſervant John. 
2 Who teſtified the word of God, 
and the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
whatſoever things he ſaw. 
3 Happy he that reads, and they 


93 hear, the words of prophecy, and 


FP the things which are written in 
; for the time is at hand. 


8 H When 


50 The Revelation to be fludied now. 
When God gave the human ſoul of Chriſt 


the honour of a union to the ſecond perſon in 
the Godhead, John xvii. 22. that union pro- 
miſed his created ſpirit, all thoſe diſcoveries 
of God, which it was capable of ; which yet 
were to be diſpenſed at ſuch times, and in 
ſuch degrees as beſt ſuited the ends for which 
he became incarnate. While our Lord was 
upon earth, though his godhead new the Fa- 
ther, as perfectly and comprehenſively as 7he 
Father Inet him, Mat. xi. 27. yet, in his hu- 
man nature, he creaſed in wiſdom and flature, 
and in favour with God and man, Lukeii. 52. 
and, as he was taught, he ſpake, and made 
known to his diſciples, all things which he had 
then heard of this Father, John viii. 28. 

XV. 15. But having received this farther 
revelation (either immediately upon his aſcen- 
fion to heaven, or rather when he had only 
one apoſtle left upon earth, and he was in 
baniſhment), he ſent and fignified it, both in 
plain words, and ſtrong expreſſive ſigns, 
 Eompuerer, by bis angel, or meſſenger, to bis ſer- 
vant John ; who witneſſed the word of God in 
general, this prophetic te/timony of Feſus Chriſt 
in particular, and whatſoever things he ſaw. 
Obſerve, 


I. It is a notion that leads to deiſm, to 
fippoſe, that the knowledge of prophecy is 
unattainable, and does not concern us, till the 


things predicted are accompliſhed : therefore 
| to 


The Revelation to be fludied naw, 51 


to preſerve us from ſuch a thought, this con- 
cluding prophecy (which was certainly de- 
2 to illuſtrate and explain ſome preceding) 
s prefaced with theſe words, ver. 3. Happy 
has miniſter or Chriſtian who reads, and happy 
he who intelligently hears, not only the words 
of this book, but Tys Tpopileics of prophecy in 
general, ſo as to keep the things which are 
written in it; for the time is at hand: 
though he had faid, © God is going to ky 
therefore come and ſee, in this prophetic 
„ olaſs, what he will do in every age. He 
that will not read prophecies, 1s likely to read 
hiſtory to little advantage; for there is a con- 
nection and ſimilarity in the works of God. 
But to- deſpiſe prophecies, is to deſpiſe that 
which by way of eminence is the teſtimony of 
Feſus, ch. xix. 10. Gr. to quench the ſpirit, 
who holds forth the wiſdom and grace of God 
in them; and to make light of the happineſs 
he offers us fee 1 Thel. v. 19, 20. And, as 
this book in particular is a revelation of the 
nature, perſon, offices, and grace of the Lord 
Jeſus, as they are ſeverally to be opened to 
our view, in his government of the church 
and the world; ſee 2 Cor. xii. 1. a revelation 
which had been promiſed to him, John v. 20. 
xiv. 12. was given as a preſent reward of his 
ſufferings, Phil. ii. 6—10. Rev. iii. 21. and 
given that he ſhould ſhew it unto his ſervants : 
a revelation which our Lord accordingly de- 
livers with a peculiar air of triumph and 
H 2 joy, 
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joy, ch. 1. 13—18. and which makes every 
man happy who reads, hears, and keeps it; 
come, therefore, Chriſtians, and acquaint 
yourſelves with the things which are here freely 
given to you of God, by way of anticipation, 
and before many of them occur. 


2. While Chriſt was yet with us, he ſaid, 
that no being in heaven or earth, but bis Fa- 
ther, knew the day or hour of judgment, 
Mat. xxiv. 36. Mark xiii. 32. But as that 
judgment will certainly be at the end of the 
world ; and he has, in this prophecy, given 
us an account of time, which reaches to 
about A. D. 3125, and no farther, if his hu- 
man foul did not then know the year of judg- 
ment, he certainly received an account of it 
by this revelation. Yet, for any thing that 
appears to the contrary, he might then know 
the year : at leaſt, the adumbrations which he 
then uſed to repreſent the day of judgment, 
intimated to his diſciples, that about the year 
of it would certainly be notified before it came, 
though not the day and hour; ſee the remarks 
on ch. xx. 11—15. Therefore, upon the 
credit of that hint, St. Paul aſſures the Ta- 
honians, 1 epiſt. v. 1—8. that, while that day 
came as a thief in the night to the wicked, it 
ſhould not overtake God's people as a thief; 
and as their being of the light, and of the day, 
ave them ſome idea of the times and ſeaſons, 


they had the more reaſon to expect that s 
light 
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light would be improved (as it is by this re- 
velation), becauſe Chriſt had ſaid, To you that 
hear ſhall more be given, Mark iv. 24. 


3. Though moſt of the ſtriking figures of 
this book are borrowed from the Old Teſta- 
ment; yet, whatever alluſions there are in the 
epiſtles, or in the ſubſequent prophecy, to 
things which are paſt, to underſtand this book, 
it mult be carefully obſerved, that its deſign 
was not to deſcribe things which had been; 
for our author is only ordered, ch. 1. 19. 
Write the things which thou haſt ſeen, even the 
things which are, and the things which ſhall be 
after this A. D. 96. I cannot, therefore, 
with Mr. Ker/haw*, underſtand part of this 
book of things, which occurred before, the 
birth of Chriſt : for this is not a hiſtory, but 
a PROPHECY ; to ſhew /1s yo things thai 


muſt ſhortly come to paſs ; ch. i. 1 


4 John to the ſeven churches which 
are in Aſia. Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from him who is, and who was, 
and whois tocome; and from the ſeven 
ſpirits which are baſes his throne; 

5 And from Jeſus Chriſt, the faith- 
ful witneſs, the firſt- begotten from the 


See his E/ay on the Revelation, 2 vols. 12mo. 1780. 


dead, 
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dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To him who hath loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood, 

6 And hath made us kings and 
prieſts to God, even his Father, to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and every eye ſhall ſee him, even they 
who pierced him. And all the tribes 
of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. 
Surely. Amen. 

8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, faith the 
Lord; whois, and who was, and who 
is to come, the Almighty. 


This revelation, which concerns the /ervants 
of God in general, ver. 1. is addreſſed 70 the 
ſeven churches in Aſia Minor, ver. 4. to whom 
we therefore naturally ſuppoſe that the whole 
book 1s directed, as we find no part of it after- 
wards addreſſed to any others. And here, 


I. The apoſtle prays for them; and his 
e will be heard for the ſaints of the time 
being, 
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being, to the end of the world, ver. 4, 5. He 
that had learned to pray a/ways, could not but 
do it upon ſo extraordinary an occaſion, as the 
giving of this revelation. When heaven opens 
with grace, the heart ſhould open in gratitude 
and duty. And no man ſhould take this book 
In hand, without praying for light to under- 
ſtand, and grace to improve it. Grace be unto 
you, which comprehends all the parts of that 
great ſalvation which is wrought in, or de- 
tigned for us; and peace, which imports our 
ſweet ſenſe, and preſent enjoyment of it. And 
both theſe are aſked from. the F ather, Son, and 
Spirit, to whom we are devoted in n baptiſm, 

and avouch as our God. 


1. In his prayer, he lays hold on the grace 
and peace of him, who 1s, who was, and wha 
7s to come. This is a literal tranſlation of the 
word Jebovab; which being, in ſcripture, 
applied to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
teaches us, that in this, as in all our prayers, 
the whole Godhead is addreſſed ; whoſe 
being comprehends all times, and controuls 
whatever occurrences therein can either mi- 
niſter to, or militate againſt our happineſs ; 
ſee ver. 8. But he alſo afterwards prays to 
the Spirit and the Son, with relation to their 
offices in the grand ſcheme of our ſalvation; 
and lays hold of the grace and peace, 


2 ©; 


\ 

56 Chrift our Prophet, Prieft, and King. 
2. Of the Spirit, here called Ch ſeven fdirits 
which are before the throne; - whoſe various 
grace 1s diſpenſed in ſuch-natural, moral, po- 
Irtical, and divine gifts, as his wiſdom deſigned 
for the reſpective uſe of each of the ſeven pe- 
riods of the church ; for which purpoſes, this 
omnipreſent Spirit is repreſented, as before the 
throne of grace here, and of glory in heaven, 


3. Of the Lord Jeſus ; as he executes the 
offices of prophet, prieſt, and king. (1.) Grace 
and peace are ſought from him, as the faithſul 
witneſs ; who, by his perſon, as God-man, 
Immanuel, as well as by his works of nature 
and grace, teſtifies to every man thoſe things, 
which he effectually teaches the ele, by his 
word, ſpirit, miniſters, ordinances, and pro- 

vidences. Happy ſouls who have this omni- 
ſcient, omnipreſent w2tnefſs for their guide! 
He teſtifies only what he has ſeen. (2.) From 
Chriſt the prieſt, who having by his death 
finiſhed the painful part of that character, be- 
came, in his own right, ſuch a jrff-born from 
the dead, as can have no ſecond, to ſucceed him 
in the ſame way. Vet as this jr/?-born has all 
his people in himſelf, they muſt riſe after him, 
in a long ſucceſſion, from under every effect 
of the curſe, in his right. (3.) From that 
ruler of the kings of the earth, who raiſes up 
and employs, what royal or other inſtruments 
he pleaſes; and turns about their hearts, as 

docs 1 rivers 
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rivers of water are turned; which always run 
with a downward courſe, agreeable to their 
own nature ; yet frequently meet with ſuch 
obſtructions, as direct them into channels, 
very different from what they would otherwiſe 
have taken; Prov. xxi. 1. 


IT. He breaks forth in ſtrains of praiſe to 
the bleſſed Jeſus. If there is g/ory there muſt 
be praiſe on earth, as well as in heaven. And 
to abound in prayer, for ourſelves and others, 
is the likely way to be able to fay, with full 
aſſurance, To him who hath loved us, and waſhed 
u, from our fins in his own blood, which was 
ſhed for their remiſſion; and will therefore 
renovate our nature, for the enjoyment of God 
and glory; yea, to him who has already in- 
veſted us with the ſpiritual authority and do- 
minion of Linge, and the facred miniſtry of 

prieſts to his God and Father ; to him be all 
The glory and dominion, which heaven and earth 
can aſcribe for ever and ever. Amen. And, 
that none may continue indifferent about it, 
whether they are found in tune for his praiſe 
or not, 


III. He predicts his ſecond coming, and the 
deep and laſting impreſſion which this will make 
upon his enemies, ver. 7. Bebold, for you may 
now ſee a proof of this in your own nature 
whenever therefore you are dragged before the 
home-tribunal of your own conſciences, ſay, 

I Certainly 
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Certainly He the great head of every man cometh 
with clouds ; not as once to his own things in 
Judea, John 1. 11. for all things, in every 
place, are now ſeen to be his own : therefore 
every eye ſhall ſee him, even they who pierced 
him, and who would gladly now turn their 
eyes from the terrifying fight. They would 
not here Joo upon him, nor mourn, Zech. xii.10. 
John xix. 37. therefore all the tribes of the 
earth ſhall now wail, becauſe of bim. Surely. 
And, while John is adding his Amen of con- 
firmation and conſent to this, 


TV. Chriſt himſelf ſtands forth, and ſeals 
this ſolemn thought by his own names and 
glory, ver. 8. Jam tbe Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end, ſaith the Lord; who is, 
and who was, and who 1s to come, the Almighty. 
The Lord Jeſus manifeſtly applies ſome of 
theſe characters to himſelf, ver. 11. and 
ch. xxii. 1 3. though ſome of them had been, 
but juſt before, ſpoken of the Father, ver. 4. 
to whom they are certainly all applicable. 
But if one appropriate character of the Father 
belongs to Chriſt, they may be all applied to 
him; and theſe muſt, for no man hath ſeen God 
at any time, John i. 18. as our apoſtle now 
ſaw, and heard the voice of his Son; who here 
aſſumed the titles which had been applied to 
the Father, to intimate, that, as God, he zs 
eſſentially in the Father, and the Father. in 


him. 
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9 I John, who am both your bro- 
ther, and partner in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was in the iſle called Patmos; 
for the word of God, and for the 
teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. 

10 I was in the ſpirit on the Lord's 
day; and heard behind me a great 
voice as of a trumpet, 

11 Saying, I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the firſt and the laſt, And 
what thou ſeeſt, write in a book, and 
ſend it to the ſeven churches which are 
in Aſia ; to Epheſus, and to Smyrna, 
and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and 
to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to 
Laodicea. | 

12 And I turned to ſee the voice 
which ſpake with me; and being turned, 
I ſaw ſeven golden candleſticks. 

13 And in the midſt of the ſeven 
candleſticks, one like the ſon of man; 
clothed with a garment down to the 
feet, and girded about the breaſts with 
a golden girdle. 

12 14 His 


60 YFohn's Viſion of Chriſt. [Ch. i. 14—20. 

14 His head and his hairs were white 
like wool, as white as ſnow ; and his 
eyes as a flame of fire. 

15 And his feet like fine braſs, as 
purified in a furnace; and his voice as 
the ſound of many waters. | 

16 And he had in his right hand 
ſeven ſtars; and out of his mouth went 
a ſharp two-edged {word ; and his 
countenance was as the ſun ſhineth in 
his ſtrength. 

'17 And when I ſaw him, I fell at 
his feet, as dead: and he laid his right 
hand upon me; ſaying. to me, Fear 
not, I am the firſt and the laſt. 

18 Even he who lives, and was dead; 
and behold, I am living for ever and 
ever. Amen. And I have the keys of 
the unſeen world, and of death. 

19 Write the things which thou haſt 
ſeen, even the things which are, and 
the things which ſhall be hereafter. 

20 The myſtery of the ſeven ſtars 
which thou ſaweſt in my right hand, 


and the ſeven golden candleſtickss 1 * ; 
tne 
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the ſeven ſtars are the angels of the 
ſeven churches; and the ſeven candle- 
ſticks which thou ſaweſt are ſeven 
churches. 


In theſe words, 
I. We have our author's deſcription of 
himſelf, 


1. By his name. It was not proper, that a 
prophecy of ſuch vaſt importance as this, 
ſhould be anonymous: yea, to filence in- 
fidelity, his name (like Heſca 's, ch. i. 1, 2.) is 
mentioned three times, ver. 1, 4, 9. viz. Jobn, 
which ſignifies the grace, or favour of Gad. 
His name, however is plain ; for as the world 
ſeldom gives its honours to God's favourites ; 
and the more men are ſuch, the leſs they defire 
them: ſo titles of worldly honour added to 
our author, would have been only like paint- 
ing a diamond, or varniſhing the ſun. 


2. By his relation to the perſons whom he 
addreſſes, J am your brother; a title which I 


value more than that of an apoſtle, which 


only ſerved to haſten Judas to his own place. 
I am alſo your partner in tribulation,” as well as 
in the kingdom and patience of Feſus Chrift. 
And, while theſe our characters demand an 
intercourſe with heaven, they cannot but adapt 

| us 
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us to enjoy, and therefore endear this reve/ation 
from thence. - 


3. By his outward ſtate, when he received 
this ee J was, by the imperial man- 
date, in the little e of Patmos; not for any 
crime, either againſt the ſtate, or any of its 
ſubjects ; but for the word of God, which I 
durſt not ſecrete in my heart; and for that 
teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt, which every thing 


ſacred called me to bear. 


4. By the frame of mind in which this 
viſion found him, ver. 10. Iv, in the ſpirit 
on the Lord's day, that is, my ſoul was ſo taken 
up with divine meditations, as to be greatly 
inattentive to material ſcenes around me. The 
Spirit was in Balaam, and put prophetic words 
iato the mouth of Caiaphas; but our apoſtle 
was in the ſpirit on the Lord's day; and per- 
haps, in that one ever memorable day, he re- 
ceived the whole revelation of this book; 
which, as it was given to John on a ſeventh 
after fx day's labour, will be fully opened to 
Chriſtians, by the Spirit, in the ſeventh or ſab- 
batical millennary. What he farther ſays of 
himſelf, viz. of his turning aſide to ſee whoſe 
voice ſhake with bim; and his ſo feeling the 
judgment of the law in his conſcience, as to 
fall as dead at bis feet when he ſaw him, ſtands 
Derr with, - 


II. The 


and of what he Jaw. 63 


II. The account which he gives, of what 
he ſaw and heard from Chriſt. Firſt, he heard a 
great voice, which ſounded behind him (to re- 
mind him of what our Lord had ſpoken from 
the beginning to Adam, Abraham, Moſes, 
prophets, and apoſtles ; ſee If. xxx. 21.); a 
voice as of a trumpet, which awoke all his ſoul 
to that meſſage, which the whole earth muſt 
hear and heed, ver. 10, &c. ſaying, while high 
and low deſpiſe me, know thou, that I am 
the Alpha, and the Omega ; and, as ſuch, ought 
to be the firſt and the laſt in the deſigns, la- 
bours, and hopes of every man. Therefore 
wwhat thou, at the preſent time, or hereafter, 
ſeeſt, write in a book ; and ſend it, in my name, 
to the ſeven churches which are in Afia, in the 
following order, viz. to Epheſus, and to Smyrna, 
and to Pergamos, and to T hyatira, and to Sardis, 
and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea ; which lie 
in the ſeveral provinces of Ionia, Lydia, Myſia, 
and Phrygia, in Aha Minor. 


Hearing this order, I turned, ſays our author, 
to ſee the perſon whoſe voice pate with me 
and being turned, I ſaw ſeven golden (not 
Ar e, lamps, but Au], candleſticks, 
placed in the exacteſt order. Theſe canale- 
ſlicks remind us, that this is a dark world: 
but, while vain philoſophy darkens it more 
and more, and the world by wiſdom knows not 
God, the God-man reſolves to illuminate it; 


and 
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and ſets up his light firſt, not in the ſchools 

of literature, but on his candlſticbs the churches, 

Mat. v. 15. and we hope hereafter to make it 
appear, that theſe ſeven golden candle}tichs repre- 
ſent all thoſe Chriſtian ſocieties of every name 
and age, on which the ſeven horns, and ſeven 
eyes of the lamb, which are the ſeven ſpirits of 
God, diſplay their various glory and grace. 


But the light of theſe candleſiick's would, 
in every inſtance, ſhine in vain to diſtempered 
eyes, if the every where preſent Jeſus was not 

among them, with his all- animating influence, 
and reſtoring grace. Therefore, the mid 
of theſe ſeven golden candleſticks (as a fun 
amongſt the planets, as the heart in the human 
body, or as the tree of life in the miaſt of the 
paradiſe of God), our author faw one, who, 
through all the ſplendor of this glorious ſcene, 

_ retained ſo much of the former /kene/s of the 
ſon of man, that he was at no loſs to determine 
who it was. He was habited as a prieſt, that 
is, clothed with a garment down to his feet, and 
girded about the breaſt with a golden girdle; ſee 
Exod. xxviii. 4, 8. XXIX. 5. as well to ſhew 
John his preſent attention to the work of me- 
diation; and that, though he was now in 
heaven, he was ſtill a prophet, prieſt, and king 
upon earth; as to intimate, in this ſenſible 
and viſible manner, that he will ſucceffively, 
to the end of time, cover his people, who are 
1 eſtinated 
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predeſtinated to be conformed to his image, with 
the robe of his righteouſneſs, and clothe them 
with the garments of ſalvation ; Il. Ixi. 10. 


Theſe candle/tichs were all golden, reſplendent, 
rich, and beautiful; yet one might be larger 
than another, eſpecially ſo the Philadelphian; 
though all were made according to its own 
decreed ſize and weight; ſee Exod. xxv. 39. 
But to make this. viſion anſwer our Lord's de- 
ſign (which was to repreſent his illuminating 
the earth, in every age, by his churches and 
miniſters), two things mult be here eſpecially 
noticed, which contributed much to the gran- 
deut of this ſcene. 


1. Being candleſticks in God's houſe, each 
had ſeven branches, Exod. xxv. 42. and Joſepbus 
ſays*, „every branch had ſeven lamps, ver. 37. 
* which ſhone like the ſeven planets.” There- 
fore, probably, every candleſtick in this viſion 
had 49 lamps, which were in all 343, Rey. i. 20. 
If only ſeven literal churches had been in- 
tended, they might have been repreſented by 
ſeven lamps; ſee Gen. xv. 17. Yet, while 
theſe ramifications from each candleſtick, gave 
our author an idea, how churches would be 
ſucceſhvely lighted up from others, they 
might alſo intimate to him, that every church, 


which is here adumbrated by a candleſtick, 


„Book III. ch. vi. 5 +. 
0% -. - beſides 
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beſides their meeting together on the Lord's 
days, ſhould aſſemble in leſſer companies, on 
other days of the week, to worſhip God ; ſee 
Heb. x. 25. Probably there were ſuch little 
aſſemblies among the Iſraelites, encamped in 
the wilderneſs; and perhaps their /ynagogues 
and proſeuche, or prayer houles, in atter-times, 


might be uſed for the ſame purpoſes. 


In Solomon's temple there were 727 candle- 
flicks, 2 Chron. v. 7. whole 70 branches might 
repreſent "the 70 d/ciples, whom Chriſt em- 
ployed to illuminate Judea; as their 490 lamps 
might ſignify the more numerous miniſters of 


the gentile church. 


2. Theſe ſeven candlefiicks ſeem to have 
been all illuminated: for the ſeven Aſiatic 
churches were in being, when John ſaw this 
viſion; and Chriſt's walking among the can- 
dlefficks, habited as a prieſt, to trim theſe 
lamps, proves that they were lighted. And 
it is likely John was up carly on the Lord's 
day morning; and ſaw this grand viſion, while 

et the darkneſs of the night illuſtrated the 
neceſſity of the light which was ſet up in theſe 
candleſticxs; though, no doubt, God could 
have made theſe lights viſible to him, above 
the beams of the day afterwards. _ Obſerve, If 
ſleep ſhortens our ſabbaths, it will impoveriſh 


{me ſouls. Ariſe; the maſter calleth thee. 


The 


dere all lighted. 67 


The candleſtick in the tabernacle perhaps 
projected its branches eaſt and weſt; and the 
middle, or ſhaft light, ſay the Jews*, “ when 
* it was out, was lighted from the fire of the 
altar; but the other lamps were lighted 
c from thoſe which were nearelt to it;“ and 
ſo it was 1n this caſe. The apoſtolic church, 
we know, was lighted up from off the fire on 
that altar Chriſt, that is, immediately from 
heaven; and all. other churches were inſtru- 
mentally lighted from that. Therefore, the 
Epheſian or apoſtolic candleſtick ſtood in the 
centre of this viſion, which John ſaw; at 
leatt, the threatening to remove it out of its 
place, implied that it had occupied a place of 
peculiar dignity. Around this candleſtick, I 
apprehend, ſtood the other ſix, which had been 
ſucceſſively lighted from it, in a circular form; 
for Chriſt's walking, ev perw, in the midjt of the 
ſeven golden candlejticks, implied, that there 
was one on Either hand of him while walking 
round the middle one. If ſuch a perſon as 
the Lord Jeſus walks in the nat of theſe 
candleſticks, he cannot but communicate ſome 
influence to each, at the ſame time: yet, when 
his face was towards one, John mutt neceſſa- 
rily fee his back turned to another. And his 
face was now, and always, towards the central 
candleſtick, which, at preſent, was the Ephe- 
han, which repreſented the then preſent, the 


* See Ainſworth on Exod. xxvii. 21. 


K 2 apoſtolic 


68 Jobn's Vigonof Chriſt, [Ch. i. 13—16. 


apoſtolic period. And when this candleſtick 
was gradually removed, from the centre to the 
circumference of this prophetic ſcene, if each 
of the other candleſticks were ſucceſſively in 
the centre, during the time allotted to the 
period which it repreſented; then Chrift 
would ſtill walt, eu nech, in the midſt of the 
ſeven candleſticks, exactly as in the time of the 
Epheſian period, that is, having a candleſtick 
on his right and left hand: and alſo each ſuc- 
ceſſive period will be lighted from, or affected 
by the central candleſtick; though the apoſ- 
tolic church alone had this honour, to have 
been immediately lighted from heaven, and to 
have inſtrumentally communicated light to 
the remoteſt, as well as to all intermediate 
churches, 


Theſe candleſticks, as lighted, could not 
but give our author a pleaſing idea of Chriſt's 
illuminating the world by his goſpel, through 
His churches and miniſters. And theſe candle- 

ſticks, placed in the above order, would furniſh 
fix ranks, containing each three candleſticks, 
placed in a ſtrait line, as may be ſeen, by re- 
preſenting the ſeven candle/ticks by ſeven flars 
(which riſe and ſet gradually), as in the next 
page; and looking at every external ſtar, which 
gives you a rank of three candleſticks ; which 
may remind us of, though nothing created can 
repreſent, the trinity ; while the fix ranks 
ſuggeſt this idea, that, by about A. M. 8 
tactic 
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theſe candleſticks, or churches will begin to 
ſhine in their radiant glory. 


* 
* * 
* 

* * 
* 


I only add, on this ſubject, that, though it 
is impoſſible we ſhould find out the exact 
number of churches in any period; yet as 
theſe celeſtial ſocieties muſt increaſe upon the 
earth, the following may give us ſome nu- 
merical repreſentation of their advance, viz. 
multiply the 343 lamps of this whole viſion, 
by 49, the lamps of each candleſtick, for the 
firſt period; by twice 49 for the ſecond; by 
three times 49 for the third, and ſo on of the 
reſt; and this will give, 


For 
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| Churches. 

For the Epheſian period, 343X 49 that is 16,807 
Smyrnean ditto, 343 X 98 33,614 
Pergamean ditto, 343 X 147 50, 421 
Thyatirian ditto, 343 196 — 67,228 
Sardian ditto, 343X 245 — 84,035 
Philadelphian ditto, 343 X 294 100,842 
Laodicean ditto, 343 X 343 — 117,649 


But while the above gives us an account, 
not how the churches dd, but how they mg ht 
increaſe from the number ſever, we haſten to 
take a farther view of im, who is the light 
and glory of each. 


When the ancient of days made himſelf vi- 
ſible to Daniel, his garment was white as ſnow, 
and the hair of his head like the pure wool, 
ch. vii. 9. So when our apoſtle ſaw him in 

Patmos, ver. 14—16. His head was white hike 
avool, and his hairs white as the newly-fallen 
Snow ; and his eyes as a flame of fire, to con- 
ſume his enemies, but rekindle the heavenly 
flame in the hearts of his ſervants. And his 
| Jeet like fine braſs, when pur ified in a furnace; 
| ſo that his people might ſee their own faces 
in his feet, as well as the purity of every ſtep 
he takes. And his voice was as the found of 
= many waters; as when the floods clap their 
hands in the midſt of the ſea, or as noiſy bil- 
lows daſh againſt the rocky ſhore. And he 
had in his right hand ſeven ftars. And out of 
bis mouth went a ſharp two-edged ſword, ihe 
| the 
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the deſtruction of his enemies, eaſt and weſt, 
whether in or out of his church. And when 
he has ſmitten them down to the ground, and 
trodden the wine- preſs of the wrath of God, His 
countenauce will appear to all his friends, as here 
to John, viz. as when the ſun ſhineth in his 
noon-day /trength, to draw forth life from the 
boſom of the earth ; to give the nations, and 
eſpecially his people, day; and at the fame 
time, to torment thoſe who hate the light. 

But though all this glory was friendly to our - 
apoſtle, feeling his own guilt and miſery, he 
fell as dead at his feet; to ſhew us how unfit 
the beſt of men are, in this world, to fee God 
eye to eye; and that fleſh and blood cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of God. It was not, however, 
our Lord's deſign to overwhelm his ſervant 
with his glory. He mult live and ſerve him, 
here; therefore he laid his right hand upon 
him, ſaying, Fear not (which words occur about 
ſixty times in the Bible); I am the firſt and 
the laſt, even he who lives and was dead: and 
behold ! to thy comfort, I am living for ever 
and ever. Amen. And I have the keys of the 
unſcen world; and of death, the entrance into it; 
and remove my friends and enemies, when and 

how I pleaſe, into the place of their everlaſting 
ſettlement, ver. 17, 18. Having thus re- 
covered him, our Lord added, ver. 19, 20. 
Write the things which thou haſt ſeen ; and as 
he knew, at preſent, of nothing that he was 
to write, but this viſion, and the ſeven epiſtles, 
it 


1 * 
_ . = y 1 n 
r = 
r 


= 6 m 4 


72 Jobn is ordered to write [Ch. ii. 1, 2. 


it was natural for him to conſider the things 
which he had ſeen, as containing a repreſenta- 
tion, both of the things which are, and of the 
things which ſhall be hereafter in the churches ; 


for which reaſon I render the firſt za: ever, 
ver. 19. He adds, To furniſh you with a key 
to this viſion, know that, though there is ſome 


myſtery in the ſeven lars, and the ſeven golden 
candlefticks; the former ſignify the angels of the 
en churches, and the latter the ſeven churches 
themſelves; which may give you an idea both 
of their general deſign, and of the continuance 
of both; as long as flars adorn the ſky, or 
candigſtichs are needful in a dark world. 


H A FP. II. 


1 To the angel of the Epheſian 
church, write. Theſe things ſaith he 
that holds the ſeven ſtars in his right 
hand, who walks in the midſt of the 
ſeven golden candleſticks. 

2 I know thy works, and thy la- 


bour, and thy patience; and that thou 


canſt not bear thoſe who are evil. And 
thou haſt tried thoſe who give out that 
they are apoſtles, and are not, and haſt 
found them liars, 
3 And 
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3 And haſt borne, and haſt patience; 
and, for my name, haſt laboured, and 
haſt not fainted. 

4 Nevertheleſs, I have his againſt 
thee, that thou haſt left thy firſt love. 

5 Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen; and repent; and do thy 
firſt works: or if not, I will come to 
thee quickly, and remove thy candle- 
| ſtick out of his place; except thou 
repent. 


the works of the Nicolaitans ; which 
I alſo hate. | 
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear 


what the ſpirit ſaith to the churches. | 


To him who overcomes, even to him I 
will give to eat of the tree of life, which 
is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God. 

8 And to the angel of the church of 
the Smyrneans, write. Theſe things 
faith the firſt and the laſt ; who was 
dead, and is alive. | 

' 9 know thy works, and tribulation, 
and poverty (but thou artrich), And 
; I know 


6 But this thou haſt, that thou hateſt | 
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I know the blaſphemy of thoſe who ſay 


they are Jews, and are not; but are 
the ſynagogue of Satan. 

10 Fear none of the things which 
thou art about to ſufter. Behold the 
devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, 
that ye may be tried; and ye ſhall have 
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of lite, ; 

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the ſpirit ſaith to the churches, 
He that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt 
of the ſecond death. 

12 And to the angel of the church 
in Pergamos, write. Theſe things 


ſaith he who has the ſharp two-edged 
Ty 


3 I know thy works ; and where 
abe dwelleſt, where Satan's throne 15. 
and thou holdeſt faſt my name, and 
haſt not denied my faith; even in the 
days in which Antipas was my faithful 
martyr, who was ſlain among you; 


where Satan dwelleth, 
I 4 Never- 
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14 Nevertheleſs, I have a few things 
againſt thee ; becauſe thou haſt there, 
thoſe who hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to caſt a ſtumbling 
block before the children of Iſrael; to 
eat things ſacrificed to idols, and to 
commit fornication. 

15 So thou haſt alſo, thoſe who hold 
the doctrine of the Nicolaitans; which 
I hate. | 

16 Repent; or elſe I will come to 
thee quickly; and will fight againſt 
them, with the ſword of my mouth. 

17 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the 
churches. To him that overcometh, 
I will give to him to eat of the hidden 
manna ; and I will give him a white 
ſtone; and upon the (ſtone a new name 
written, which no one knows, but he 
that receiveth it. 

18 And to the angel of the church 
in Thyatira, write. Theſe things 
faith the Son of God, who hath his 


L 2 eyes 
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eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet 


like fine braſs. 

19 I know thy works, and love, and 
ſervice, and faith, and thy patience ; 
and thy works ; and the laſt zo be more 
than the firſt. 

20 Nevertheleſs, I have a few things 
againſt thee; becauſe thou permitteſt 
that woman Jezabel, who calleth her- 
ſelf a propheteſs, to teach, and to 
ſeduce my ſervants to commit forni- 
cation, and to eat things ſacrificed to 
idols. 

21 And I gave her time that ſhe 


might repent of her fornication; and 


ſhe repented not. 
22 Behold I caſt her into a bed ; 


and thoſe who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, except they 
repent of their works. 

23 And I will kill her children with 
death. And all the churches ſhall 
know, that I am he that ſearcheth 


reins and hearts; and I will give to 
every 
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every one of you cog to your 


works. 
24 But to you I fay, and to che reſt 


in Thyatira ; as many as do not hold 
this doctrine; and who have not know 
the depths of Satan, as they ſpeak ; 
I will lay upon you no other burden. 

25 But what ye have, hold taſt till 
I come. 

26 And he that eonquers, and keeps 
my works to the end; 1 will give him 
authority over the nag 

27 And he ſhall rule them with a 


rod of iron; as the veſſels of a potter, 


ſhall they be broken to pieces; as I 
alſo have received of my father. 


28 And I will give him the morn- 


ing ſtar, 
29 He that hath anear, let him hear 
what the ſpirit ſaith to. the churches. 


CHAP. III. 


1 And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis, write, Theſe things ſaith he 


that hath the ſeven ſpirits of God, and 


the 
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the ſeven ſtars. I know thy works, 
that thou haſt a name that thou liveſt, 
and art dead. 

2 Be watchful ; and ſtrengthen the 
things which remain, which are about 
to die; for I have not found thy works 


filled up in the fight of God. 


3 Remember therefore how thou 


haſt received, and heard; and hold faſt, 


and repent. If therefore thou . ſhalt 


not watch, I will come upon thee as 
a thief; and thou ſhalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee. 

4 Thou haſt a few names even 
in Sardis, who have not defiled their 


garments ; and they ſhall walk with 


me in white, for they are worthy, 

5 He that overcometh, he ſhall be 
clothed in white raiment ; and I will 
not blot out his name out of the book 
of life ; but I will confeſs his name 
before my father, and before his 
angels. 

6 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the {pirit faith to the churches. 

7 And 
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7 And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia, write. Theſe things 
faith the Holy One, the truez he who 
hath the key of David; who openeth, 
and no one ſhuts; and ſhutteth and 
no one opens. 

8 I know thy works. Behold, I 
have given before thee an open door; 
and no one can ſhut it. Becauſe thou 
haſt a little ſtrength ; and haſt kept my 
word, and haſt not denied my name. 

9 Behold I make he of the ſyna- 
gogue of Satan, who ſay they are Jews, 
and are not, but do lie; behold, I will 
make them to come, and worſhip be- 
fore thy feet, and to know that I have 
loved thee. 

10 Becauſe thou haſt kept the word 
of my patience ; I alſo will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation, which is 
about to come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth. 

11 Behold I come quickly; hold 
faſt that which thou haſt, that no one 
may take thy crown, 


12 He 
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12 He that overcometh, Iwill make 
him a pillar in the temple of my God, 

and he ſhall go out no more. And I 
will- write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city of my 

God (of the New Jeruſalem, which 
cometh -down from heaven from my 
God); and my new name. 

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the ſpirit ſaith to the churches. 

14 And to the angel of the church 
of the Laodiceans, write. Theſe things 
faith the Amen, the faithful, and true 
witneſs; the ruler of the creation of God. 

15 I know thy works ; that thou 
art neither cold nor hot. I wiſh thou 
wert cold or hot. 

16 So then, becauſe thou art luke 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
ſpue thee out of my mouth. 

17 Becauſe thou ſayſt, I am wealthy, 
and have enriched myſelf, and have 
need of nothing ; and knoweſt not 
that thou art wretched, and pitiable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked, 
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18 I counſel thee to buy of me gold 
tried by fire, that thou mayſt be rich; 
and white raiment, that thou mayſt 
be clothed ; and Hat the ſhame of thy 
nakedneſs may not appear. And 
anoint thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that 
thou mayſt ſee. _ 

19 Whomſoever I love, I reprove 
and chaſten. Be zealous therefore, 
and repent. 

20 Behold, I have ſtood at the door, 
and now knock. It any one ſhall hear 
my voice, and open the door ; I will 
come in to him, and will ſup with 
him, and he with me. 

21 To him that overcometh, I will 
give ever to him, to ſit with me on my 
throne; as Ialſo overcame, and am ſet 
down with my father on his throne. 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the ſpirit faith to the churches. 


In the year 1778, conſidering theſe epiſtles 
to the ſeven churches in Aſia, as containing 
only a literal deſcription” of their ſeveral 
ſtates, together with ſuitable promiſes and 

| M threat- 


o2 The Epiſtles to be underſtood literally. 


threatenings to each, I began my Remarks on, 
what J then underſtood to be, Fe propbetic part 
of this revelation, at ch. iv. but ſince that time, 
J have been ſatisfied, that the epiſtles before 
us are to be underſtood PROPHET ICALLY, as 


well as literally, 


They are certainly to be taken /terally ; for 
thoſe words in every epiſtle, He that hath an 
ear, kt him hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the 
churches, which direct them alſo to profeſiors 
and churches of a ſimilar deſcription, ſuppoſe 
that they had been before directed to ſome 
particular church or churches ; whom they had 
eſpecially reproved or comforted. The ſeven 
churches are allo certainly intended by. e 
things which are, ch. 1. 19. (though, at the 
ſame time, the former words prove, that the 
epiſtles will be intereſting to every one, Hat 
hath an ear to hear, to the end of the world; 
and nothing hinders but that they may be ſo, in 
the order in which they are placed.) Beſides, 
as John ſaw ſeven golden candle/ticks, and Chriſt 
walking in the midſt of them; and heard him 
ſay, The ſeven ſtars are the angels of the ſeven 
churches, and the ſeven candleſticks are the ſeven 
churches, ch. i. 20. he muſt certainly under- 
ſtand theſe churches literally. The churches 
themſelves alſo could not but conſider what 
was addreſſed to each, as eſpecially deſigned 
for them; as there was the ſame reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that the epiſtles which our Lord 
ordered 
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ordered John to ſend to them, were as really 
intended for them, as thoſe which Sz. Paul 
wrote to the ſame, or other churches. Nor 
would it be any honour to ſcripture, to con- 
ſider any of its hiſtories as merely figurative, 
where the /zeral ſenſe implies no contra- 
diction. | 


From this /tera/ ſenſe of the epiſtles, it 
follows, (1.) That they were not written under 
Nero's, but Domtian's perſecution, viz. about 
A. D. 96; for as St. Paul ſpoke highly of the 
love of the Epheſians, ch. i. 19. about A. D. 
63, it 1s not likely that they ſhould have / 
it by the year 60, 1 in which Nero died. Behdes, 
what is ſaid of Antipas, the Nzelattans, &c. 
required farther diſtance of time from the firſt 
planting of the goſpel. Nor did Nero's per- 
ſecutions reach the provinces, to affect Smyrna, 
as is mentioned in the epiſtle to that city“. 
(2.) There were churches, then exiſting, in all 
thoſe cities; though Epiphanius, who was born 
A. D. 332, ſeems to allow, with the heretical 
Alogi, that, “ at the time of St. John's writing 
e theſe epiſtles, there was no Chriſtian church 
* at Thyatira, and ſome other of theſe places. 
But, as that father was zealous againſt the 
worſhip of ſaints and images, 1 ſubmit it to 
the learned, whether the inaccuracies with 


* See Lardner's Supplement to the Credibility, &c. 
P. 374379. a 
M2 which 
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which Dr. Cave, Bayle, Dupin, Moſbeim, and 


others have charged him, may not have 
been occaſioned, in part at leaſt, by his writ- 
ings having been interpolated, altered, and 
ſpoiled, by ſome ſervants of the Se. Some 
of theſe pious tricks Daze expoſes, in his Ve 
of the Fathers, p. 34—68. And, as the 
epiſtles of Ignatius, to Smyrna, Epheſus, and 
Philadelphia, which are accounted genuine, 
ſuppoſe that there were churches there, when 
that diſciple of St. John addreſſed them; ſo Dr. 
Cave tells us, that Melito, Biſhop of Sardis, 
preſented an apology for the Chriſtians to the 
Emperor, about A. D. 170*. And their 
opinion, who ſuppoſe that there was no church 
in ſome of theſe cities, till 200 years after 
Chriſt, is the leſs probable, conſidering their 
nearneſs to the ſcene of apoſtolic action; on 
which account, I had rather ſuppoſe, for in- 
ſtance, of Thyatira, that an idolatrous Jezabel 
had, for a time, annihilated the church there, 
ſoon after St. John had written his epiſtle to 
them, ch. ii. 18, &c. than imagine the excel- 
lent Lydia to have neglected to requeſt ſome of 
the meſſengers of ſalvation, to go and evan- 
gelize her native city, Acts xvi. 14. 


If indeed any bofitive proof could be adduced, 
that there was no Chriſtian church at Thya- 
tira, when the apoſtle wrote theſe epiſtles, 


* Lives of the 8 P» 101, 180. ; 
| this 
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this would much favour the prophetic ſenſe : 
yet while, at preſent, I have no idea of Chriſt's 
ſpeaking of this revelation, only as an account 
of things which muſt be done ſhortly, ch. i. 1. if 
ſome of them had been paſt, at the time 
when the churches received this account; nor 
of his reproving crimes in any place, which 
never exiſted there; nor of his calling others 
to Hear, what he has ſaid to thoſe, with whom 
it was yet naturally impoſſible that he ſhould 
have converſed; it is the more eaſy to conceive 
of a prophetic ſenſe of theſe epiſtles, couched 
under the literal, 


1. Becauſe there are innumerable inſtances, 
in the Old Teſtament, in which God's w rds 
are to be underſtood partly literally, and partly 
prophetically. So many things ſaid of David, 
and of ſome others, ultimately refer to Chriſt; 
and prophecies reſpecting Iſrael], will be partly 
verified in the literal, and partly in the ſpiritual 
Iſrael of God. So, while every man's moral 
ſeed-time and harveſt bear a relation to each 
other, ch. xiv. 15, 18. God will make the fins 
and plagues of Sodom, Babylon, and Egypt, to 
be remembered in the more grievous de- 
ſtruction of Rome, ch. xi. 8. xix. 3, 


2. As God does every thing for the ſake of 
his church, it is probable, that theſe ſeven 
epiſtles deſcribe the effects, which the govern- 
ment of proyidence, expreſſed in the ſeven 
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ſeals and trumpets, will have upon his pro- 


fefling people, to the end of time. 


3. As Chriſt, at his aſcenſion, not only gave 
his church apoſtles, prophets, and evangeli/ts, 
but alſo ordinary paſtors and teachers, Eph. 


iv. 11. it does not ſeem improbable, that, 


under the labours of ſuch different miniſters, 


ſeven churches might be found, at the cloſe 


of the firſt century, whoſe deſcription ſhould 
ſo exactly repreſent the diſpoſitions of the 
ſucceſſive periods of the church, that they 
might be properly called prophetic of them. 
If other ages of the church, ſince that time, 
have produced churches; and ſome churches 
in each age have had members, of ſimilar diſ- 
poſitions to the reigning characters of ſeven 


ſuch periods, certainly the h might. 


4. If we place the comma differently, thoſe 
words, ch. v. 1. may be read, The 29% was 
written within; and on the backfide ſealed with 
ſeven ſeals; but as its brightneſs was ſuch, that 
no one in heaven or earth could even logk upon 
it, ver. 3, 4. it is highly probable, that it was 


ritten (as the two tables of ſtone, given at 


Sinai, on each fide, Exod. xxxii. 15. that is, 
in this caſe) within and without, like the book 
handed to Ezeh#zel, ch. ii. 10. Within Ezekiel's 
roll was written full of mourning, lamentation, 
and Woe 3 but without were probably written, 


and in their own places too, on the backſide, 
| the 
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the precious promiſes which are given us in 
that prophecy. So this prophecy, from the 
ſixth chapter to the end of the book, was 
written bin this book; for the whole of it 
is diſcloſed by opening the ſeven ſeals. What 
then could the writing on the acid of it be, 
which was ſo bright and glorious, but an ac- 
count of the ſtate of the church, from. A. D. 
96, to the end of the world? If it had not 
been prophetic, it might have been looked 
upon: but if it was prophetic, it muſt cer- 
tainly be explained to us; yet it is not, if the 
literal ſtate, of theſe ſeven churches does not 
contain a prophetic hiſtory of the whole. It 
ſhould therefore be proved, that this book 
was not written on the act; or admitted, 
that the writing there was probably different 
from that in the inſide, and intended to be, 
ſome way or other, diſcovered to us. 


But to come yet cloſer to our ſubject. The 
queſtion is not, (1.) Whether theſe epiſtles 
concern Chriſtians in general, in every age. 
This is aſſerted of the whole book of the 
Revelation, and therefore of theſe epiſtles, 
ch. i. 3. xxii. 6, 12, 16. as well as declared 
ſeven times in the epiſtles themſelves, in theſe 
words, He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the ſpirit ſaith to the churches. Nor, (2.) 
Whether there are periods in eccleſiaſtical, as 
well as in all other hiſtory; or certain grand 
marks which characterize particular times, or 

ages. 
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ages. Nor, (3.) Whether the ſtate of one, 
and eſpecially of many neighbouring churches, 
will not probably produce a ſimilar, or a worſe 
ſtate in others. Nor, (4:) Whether every age 
has not its preſent truths, fins, and duties. 
Nor, (5.) Whether theſe ſeven churches can- 
not be, in their graces and fins, as well as in 
God's mercies and judgments to them, in 
ſome ſenſe, types of other churches, which 
were to ſucceed them; 1 Cor. x. 6, 11. Gr. 
And it God had not deſigned them to be fo, 
he would not have added to each, Hear what 
the ſpirit ſaith to the churches. But the queſtion 
is, Whether the Holy Ghoſt has not divided 
the Chriſtian church into ſeven periods; and 
deſcribed the ſtate of each ſucceſſively by theſe 
ſeven epiſtles. Perhaps ſome, or many of theſe 
ſeven periods would, to the curious inquirer, 
by their events, divide themſelves into ſeven 
parts; but whether they would or not, when 
I conſider, that the Lord has demanded atten- 
tion to the number ſeven, by the days of the 
ec, by the /even days of unleavened bread, 
and of the feaſt of 7ahernacles ; by the feaſt of 
weeks; by the ſabbatical year; by the feaſt of 
Jubilee, after ſeven times ſeven years, and by 


Some have obſerved, that, after the account of the 
creation, it is not ſaid of the /eventh, as of every Ne 
« day, The morning and the evening was ſuch a day, becauſe 
the ſeventh day was deſigned to adumbrate the eternal 
«« ſabbath ;” which will begin ſoon after the cloſe of the 
ſeventh millennary. . 


many 
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many other things which ſignalized the num- 
ber ſeven in the Jewiſh ritual; and eſpecially 
by the ſeven ſeals, trumpets, and vials of this 
book, each of which deſcribe ſeven ſucceſſive 
periods, I am conſtramed, with almoſt every 
modern interpreter, to ſuppoſe that theſe ſever 
epiſtles refer to ſeven periods of the Chriſtian 
church ; eſpecially, as the world will certainly 
continue, at leaſt, ſeven thouſand years (as 
Solomon was /even years in building the tem- 
ple, 1 Kings vi. 38.) ; and as every other ſever 
mentioned in this bock, has indiſputably ſome 
reſpect to ſucceſſion, as well as expreſſes mul- 
titude and variety. Such are the ſeven ſpirits 
which are before the © throne ; which are the 
ſeven horns and eyes of the Lamb, ch. v. 6. 

and miniſter to the ſucceſſive neceſſities of 


every believer (who is entitled to every thing 


that Chriſt has, and is), as well as to thoſe of 
all the churches. It was God himſelf there- 
fore that made ſeven the number of perfection, 
in Chriſt; and in the Spirit; and thus taught 
us that he will compleat the number of his 
churches, and the graces of his elect, in and 
by the number ſeven ; beyond which there is 
no proviſion of grace in Chriſt, or in the 
Spirit, for the church militant ; though no 
numbers whatever can count the power and 


wiſdom, in Chriſt himſelf, or could be deſigned. 


for that purpoſe. 


N And 
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And while theſe things naturally lead us to 
conſider the Chriſtian church as divilible into 
ſeven periods, I cannot but conſider each pe- 
riod as ſucceſſively deſcribed by theſe ſeven 
epiſtles (which therefore concern Chriſtians 
in this order); becauſe, 


I. This aſſigns a reaſon for God's calling 
the whole boqk a revelation and a prophecy. 
True, the titles. of books cannot always con- 
tain an account of every thing in them; yet, 
as this whole book is a Revelation of: Jeſus 
Chriſt (who is not revealed, merely by an 
hiſtorical relation of the ſtate of theſe 
churches; nor revealed afreſh by promiſes 
and threatenings to them, ſo much as he 
would be by the predictions of futurity), if 
the Holy Ghoſt, at the beginning and end of 
it, calls it a prophecy 3 ;z unleſs it can be proved 
that ſome part of it cannot be prophetic, it is 
molt honourable to its divine author, to con- 
ſider every part of it as ſuch. 


It begins with informing us, that God gave 
this revelation to Teſus Chriſt, to ſhew his 
Servants things which muſt ſhortly be done ; 
which he /ent and /ignified by his angel, to 4 

ervant John, ch. 1. 1. and having, ver. 3. 
clared the bleſſedneſs of devoutly attending to 5 
prophecy in general, it is not probable, that 


he ſhould in the next verſe, and for ſome 
following 
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following chapters, immediately divert to a 


ſubject, which has no relation to prophecy, 
viz, the epiltles*; eſpecially as, in ch. xxil. C. 
he ſays the ſame things again of the whole 
book, including the /even-ſealed book, which 
Chriſt opened, from ch. vi. to the end of this 
prophecy : therefore, though John is ordered 
to write the things which are, as well as tbe 
things which ſhall be hereafter, ch. 1. 19. the 
former, with their /ztera/, muſt alſo have a 
prophetic meaning, becauſe the whole 1s, at 
the cloſe of it, called the words, and the ſay- 
ings of the prophecy of this book,'and the words 
of the book of this prophecy ; lee ver. 7, 9, 10, 
18, 19. which laſt phraſe declares, that the 
whole book is prophetic ; out of which the 
epijtles cannot be excepted, which eminently 
contain he ſayings which Chriſtians are 20 Keep, 


though a few of them are found in other parts. 


of the prophecy; ſce ver. 9, 10. To prove this 
yet farther, we may reaſon thus, 

The teſtimony of Feſis, which the ſaints Fw 
rs the ſpirit of prophecy, ch. xix. 10. 

But the rue ſayings of God in this book, 
are that teſtimony of Jeſus which they 
have, ver. 9, 10. 

Therefore, the /ay:ngs of God in this book, 
have the /þirit of prophecy i in them. 

Or thus; God's people keep the ſayings of this 


book in general, ch. xxii. 9. but the ſaymgs of 


See My. Madaoc#'s letter to the Rev. M. Browne, on 


N 2 this 


the downfal of antichriſt, p. 4. 
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this book, are the ſayings of the prophecy of 


this book, ver. 10, 19. therefore, in keeping 
the ſayings of this book, God's people keep the 
 faymgs of prophecy ; which therefore is of 70 
private interpretation, but muſt be extended 
to every thing, which the words will fairly 
deſcribe, 2 Pet. i. 20. And, to, intimate the 
unity of deſign which runs through the whole 
of it, it is always called one ook, one re- 
velation, and one prophecy, in the ſingular 


number. 


II. This aſſigns a reaſon for God's addreſſing 
his people of every age, through ſeven par- 
ticular churches, and their miniſters. It is | 
plain, that the whole book is addreſſed to the 
ſeven churches, as well as theſe epiſtles; for, 

after the preface it begins thus, ch. i. 4. John 
to the ſeven churches which are in Ajfia* ; and 
our Lord adds, ver. 11. what thou ſeeſt, and fo 
whatever thou ſeeſt, write; not in different 
books, but, eig CCM, in one book, of the com- 
mon ſize of other books of ſcripture (with 
which thou haſt been either providentially, or 
miraculouſly furniſhed in Patmos); and ſend it, 


Mr. Lenfunt, on theſe words, ſays, Comme il eſt 
5 conſtant, qu'il y a du myſtere attache au nombre de ſept 
5 dans l'ecriture, de ſavans interpretes ont juge fort raiſon- 
„ nablement, que par ces ſept egliſes, il faut entendre tout 
«« Pegliſe en general, dont les egliſes d' Aſie ſont données a 
8. Jean comme Pembleme ; parce qu'elles avoient été le 
«« principal objet de ſes ſoins, et que tout ce qui eſt contenu 
« dans ces divines lettres, leur convenoit en particulier.“ 


that 


all other Churches. . 93 


that is, the book, 0 the ſeven churches which 
are in Aa. While he was in baniſhment, 
he might have no opportunity of ſending to 
theſe churches; or if he had, as for any thing 
that appears to the contrary, he received the 
whole revelation in one day, ver. 10. when he 
had finiſhed the epiſtles, he proceeded to 
write the ſubſequent viſions, in the ſame book, 
as he was ordered. And, not finding them 
directed afreſh to any other perſons, he cer- 
tainly concluded, that they were deſigned for 
the ſeven churches. And when the churches 
received the book, or had each their copy of 
it, beſides the addreſs to each, they could not 
but conſider the whole revelation as directed 
to them. And, ſeeing that it referred to 
one grand ſubject, equally intereſting to all 
Chriſtians; and that all others were expreſsly 
warned, through the admonitions and reproofs 
which were addreſſed to them, they might na- 
turally conſider themſelves, as deſigned to be 
vehicles of divine inſtruction to the churches 
of every age. 


By the year 96, the goſpel hund was gone 
out to the ends of the world; and other churches 
were doubtleſs founded in Afia Minor, beſides 
theſe ſeven, and thoſe in Galatia, and at Colsſs, 
which Sr. Paul had addreſſed : therefore when 
theſe churches recollected, that there muſt be 
ſome reaſon, why that which was deſigned for 
the uſe of all Chriſtians, ſhould be addreſſed 

only 
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only to ſeven, and to zheſe ſeven churches ; it 
was natural for them to conclude, that the 
Lord Jeſus, who is always preſent in every part 
of his myſtical body, and walks in no church 
whatever to the neglect of others, had choſen 
to addreſs his people of every age by them, 
becauſe of the ſimilarity of their diſpoſitions, 
characters, and circumſtances, to thoſe of the 
churches in general, of every period. And 
if any thing ſhould occur, in any of the 
churches of Chriſt, different from all the 
things mentioned in theſe epiſtles, it would 
appear, that Chriſt had not warned his people 
of it from heaven; as it could not be com- 
prized under theſe words, Hear what the ſpirit 
aith to the churches. But of every thing that 
can ever poſſibly concern the church, it is ſaid, 
ch. xxii. 16. J Jeſus have ſent mine angel to 
teſtify to you theſe things (viz. the things which 
muſt quickly be done, even the ſaymgs of the 
prophecy of this book }, emi Teus eU, that 
is, in, upon, or by means of theſe churches ; as 
well as for the /ake of, and concerning all 
others; for en, with a dative caſe, has all 


theſe ſenſes ; ſee Stockius and Parkburſt, 


III. There are marks of a prophetic deſign 
in and about the epiſtles themſelves. As it is 
more honourable to the wiſdom and grace of 
the Lord Jeſus, to ſuppoſe him addreſſing the 
miniſters and churches of every age, than to 
reſtrict his words to ſeven individuals and 

churches ; 
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churches; ſo thus to reſtrict: them, would 
make his words; ch. ii. 1. and ch. iii. 1. true, 
only for a little time; but taking them pro- 
phetically, it is true in every age, that he has 
the ven, though not the i ſeven lars, and 
holds them in his right hand, that is, in office; 
always walking in the midſt of the ſeven golden 
candleſticks, even after theſe churches were de- 
ſtroyed. Accordingly there are marks of a 
prophetic deſign, (1.) In the word candleſtick, 
ch. i. 20. Every church of God is a candle- 
ſtick, upon which he ſets celeſtial light, 
Matt. v. 15. yet theſe need not have been called 
both churches and candleſticks, if he had not 
deſigned, by the former to ſpeak them literal, 
and by the latter prophetic; which laſt appears 
from this, that the word candle/tich, in God's 
houſe, implies ſeven lamps, or leſſer ſocieties, 
holding forth the word of He; and accordin gly, 
more than one church is vifibly addreſſed in 
every epiſtle. Beſides, the word candleſtich, 
being prophetical, ch. xi. 4. may certainly be 
ſo, ch. 1. 20. and 1 i 


(2.) In Chriſt's addreſſing theſe epiſtles only 
to the iniſters of theſe churches, whoſe office 
it is, to give men warning of the ſins and 


dangers of their own time; at the ſame time, 


taking no notice of the deacons of the churches, 
as in St Paul's epiſtles. 


(3-) In 
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(3.) In the names given to theſe miniſters, 
viz. ftars and angels, ch. i. 10. A far is pro- 


phetic, Dan. viii. 10. Rev. ix. 1. and there- 


fore ſhould be underſtood ſo here. And 
miniſters are never called angels, except in 
prophetic language; ſee Matt. xi. 10. Gr. 
and eſpecially in this revelation. 


4.) In the word myſtery, ch. i. 20. 7he 
3 of the ſeven lars, and the ſeven candle- 
ice. It was no more a myſtery, that there 
ſhould be churches at Epheſus, Smyrna, &c. 
than at Rome or Corinth : nor is there any 
great my/tery, in the reſemblance between ars 
and miniſters, or between churches and can- 
dlefticts: but that there ſnould be ſeven periods 
of the church, and no more; and thete repre- 
ſented by ſeven, then-exiſtent, churches, has 
ſomething in it ut fully to be comprehended 
(at leaſt, in the reaſons and cauſes of it), even 


- <when it 1s revealed; which ſeems to be the 


meaning of the word myſtery, every where in 
the ſcripture. 


(J.) When Chriſt had hinted at a prophetic 
ſenſe, in the words angels and candlefticks, the 
ſpirit, as Chriſt's glorifier, in every epiſtle, 
takes up his words, and addreſſes them to 
every church and individual of a fimilar de- 
ſcription, ſaying, He that hath an ear, let him 


1 7 what the ſpirit ſaith to the churches, For 
our 
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our author's greater confirmation, reſpecting 
the bleſſedneſs of the ſaints in heaven, imme- 
diately upon their diſmiſſion from the body, it 
was announced to him, both by a voice from 
heaven, and by the ſpirit's mediate, or imme- 
diate teſtimony, ch. xiv. 13. But the ſpirit's 


ſeal, at the cloſe of theſe  epiſtles, not only 


confirms Chriſt's words to theſe ſeven angels 
and churches, but viſibly extends them to all 
others who reſembled them, and have ears to 
hear. And when only one epiſtle was written, 
viz. that to Epheſus, it was ſaid, He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the 
churches ; which implied, that there were then 
other churches and individuals, of fimilar diſ- 
poſitions to thoſe of the Epheſian church, who 
were concerned in their admonitions ; and the 
ſame may be ſaid of the other churches ; for 
this phraſe, He that hath an ear, &c. cannot 


be reſtricted to perſons or places, though it 


certainly refers to what had been ſaid . 
And, though it cannot be known from the 
epiſtles themſelves, how long the reproofs and 
admonitions in each will demand the attention 
of Chriſtians, that is, how long each period 
will continue; this cannot but appear from 
ecclefiaſtical hiſtory ; and 1s, in part, notified 
by the ſubſequent viſions of the ſeals and 
trumpets ; eſpecially fo the length of the Phi- 
ladelphian period. 


O J only 
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J only add, under this particular, that, as 
theſe words Hear what the ſpirit faith to the 
churches, are inſerted near the cloſe of the 
three firſt epiſtles; but placed at the end of 
the four laſt, if it ſhould appear, that the pro- 
phetic ſenſe of theſe epiſtles was little obſerved 
in the three firſt periods, but began to be no- 
ticed in the fourth, and fully confirmed in the 
fifth and following periods ; perhaps it may 
be thought, that the latter poſition of theſe 
words may have contributed to ſuggeſt an at- 
tention to this deſign of the ſpirit. 


IV. The order in which theſe epiſtles are 
placed (which the ſpirit alſo follows, in his 
very ſolema ſeven-fold admonitions), ſpeaks 
their deſign prophetic. Our Lord ſpake of 
things orderly, when he opened his mouth, to 
declare and pronounce the eight beatrtudes ; 
which contain an account of the 9 and pro- 
greſs of religion in the ſoul ; ſee Matt. v. 1—12. 
There may indeed be great, but there can be 
no bleſſed mourning, before poverty of ſpirit, 
which our Lord has named as the ift ſtep to 
heaven; as, firmly to endure the ſharpeſt ſuffer- 
Ings, for his fake, is the /a/f effort of mortal duty: 
nor is Luke, vi. 20—26. any objection to this 
idea. So Canticles contains an orderly account 

of the Chriſtian's experience, from the new 
birth to the end of his life. But whatever 


be thought of the above, there muſt be ſome 
reaſon 
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reaſon, for the order in which theſe epiſtles, and 
the ſpirit's ſeptenary of warnings, founded upon 
them, are placed; as there was of the ſeats, 
trumpets, and vials; which perhaps our Lord 
needed not to have mentioned, ch. 1. 11. pre- 
vious to his dictating them, if only ſeven literal 
epiſtles had been intended. Our maps place 
theſe cities in a kind of ſpheroidical form, in 
which Pergamos and Laodicea are the moſt 
diſtant from each other; but it does not ap- 
pear, that they are addreſſed in order, either 
according to the ſize of theſe cities, or of the 
churches in them. If however, we find that 
theſe ſeven epiſtles (in their preſent divinely 
appointed, though in no other potion what- 
cver,) contain ſuch an orderly prophetic hiſtory 
of the church of Chriſt, from the apoſtle's 
time to the end of the world, as ecclettaſtical 
hiſtory manifeſtly verifies, who can doubt, but 
that divine wiſdom intended to do what he did, 
when he informed the churches of what was 
to befal them, and in what order? eſpecially 
when we find, that the names of theſe cities, 
by whatever difterent incidents they were at 
firſt occaſioned, are deſcriptive, both of the 


firſt Chriſtian church there, and of a period 


which it typified. This will appear, when 
we come to conſider the epiſtles themſelves. 
There was certainly no ſuch characteriſtical 
ſignificance in the names of the cities to which 
Se. Paul wrote his epiſtles; much leſs any 
directions giyen, as to the order in which they 
O 2 were 
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were to be ſent : yet the Holy Ghoſt had be- 
fore prepared us for this idea, by making 
allufons to the meaning of- the names of 
places, in Achor, Joſh? vii. 25. Hol. ii. 15. 
Apbrab and Achzib, Mic. i. 10, 14. Jeruſalem, 
Heb. vii. 2. and other places; as he allo uſes 
hieraglyphical repreſentations, in the ſub- 
ſequent viſions of this prophecy. 


V. There are phraſes in theſe epiſtles, which 
admit of a fuller application in a prophetic, 
than to take them only in a literal ſenſe. We 
ſhall find inſtances of this in the three firſt 
epiſtles : and indeed, every epiſtle receives 
additional beauty, as well as amplitude, from 
the idea of a prophetic ſenſe ; as we hope to 
ſhew under each. 


If therefore this whole revelation is called a 
prophecy ; if there are marks of a prophetic 
ſenſe in and about the epiſtles ; if they are 
placed in ſuch an order, as makes them con- 
tain an exact deſcription of the ſtate of the 
churches from A. D. 96 to the end of the 
world ; if taking them prophetically gives an 
amplitude and beauty to every epiſtle ; if, at 
the ſame time, the ſeven horns and ſeven eyes 
of the Lamb can neither deſcribe his perſonal 
wiſdom and power, nor the gifts beſtowed 
upon any individual, any church, nor any 
ſeven churches only, but muſt be called ſever 
with relation to the churches in general ; and 

_ finally, 
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finally, if the ſeven ſpirits of God, admanithing 


the churches, after Chriſt's aſcenſion, muſt 
certainly have warned them of every thin 
that will be intereſting to them to the end of 
the world, and has done it in the order of 
Chriſt's own words, in theſe epiſtles, I can- 
not doubt but that the epiſtles deſcribe, both 
the things that are, and the thmgs that fhall 
be hereaſter, ch. 1. 19. while the ſeals and 
trumpets diſcloſe only the latter, ch. iv. 1. 
At leaſt, no evil ſpirit could have firſt ſug- 
geſted this idea; becauſe it manifeſtly exalts 
Chriſt, and promotes holineſs. 


I conclude therefore, that if the brethren 
had not miſunderſtood our Lord's words, 


John xxi. 22, 23. if our author had lived from 


A.D. 96 to 3125, as he could not but have 
divided eccleſiaſtical hiſtory into different pe- 
riods, and have ſeen clearly the marks which 
diſtinguiſh each; as there will certainly be 
ſeven eminent.periods, he muſt ſee the cha- 
racters and bounds of each, as clearly as he faw 
the difference between a fallen ſtar, and thoſe 


which Chriſt holds in his right hand; or be- 


tween thoſe faithful miniſters, who were re- 


ſpectively repreſented by the ion, the ca 5 the 


man, and the eagle; ch. iv. 6, 7. 


True, theſe periods of the Chriſtian church 
have been hitherto ſo imperfectly underſtood, 
that it is not ſtrange, that they have been 


differently 
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differently dated by different authors. But, 
while this is no objection to the doctrine it- 
ſelf, and J know of no difficulties in it, but 
what admit of an eaſy ſolution, I am the more 
inclined to underſtand theſe' epiſtles pro- 
phetically, | 


I. Becauſe this tends to aſcertain the ſenſe 
of the ſucceeding ' prophecy; for when we 
have inveſtigated its meaning (as the ſtate of 
the world will certainly affect that of the 
church), if we find it perfectly agreeable to 
this eccleſiaſtical ſchedule of contents prefixed 
to it, this will certify us, that we have not 
miſtaken the prophecy of the ſeals and trum- 
pete. And probably Chriſt gave this prophecy 
double, like the dream to Pharaob, that the 
latter part of it might explain the former, as 
well as. add the ſeal of confirmation to it. 


2. It gives a moſt engaging view of the 
wiſdom and grace of the great head of the 
church, to ſuppoſe him giving them warning 
of the particular dangers which will affault 
them in every period. And to ſuppoſe the 
epiſtle to Sardis, for inſtance, deſcriptive of the 
preſent period, brings the authority and grace 
of the Lord Jeſus, as it were, nearer to our- 
ſelves; and adds ſuch a ſolemnity and tender- 
neſs to the warnings, admonitions, and con- 
ſolations, addreſſed to the ſaints of theſe times, 
as were viſibly needful to ſtimulate duty, and 
encourage 
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encourage hope. This, however, makes it 
treaſon againſt the Lord's Chriſt, to diſcourage 
men from ſtudying prophecies, before they 
are fulfilled ; which defeats one important end 
of their publication. But our Lord cannot 
have given prophecies, which he would not 
have us read, or conſider, till they become 
hiſtories ; therefore, he that will not now attend 
to prophectes, 1s likely to make a diſmal part of 
future hiſtory. He that will not be warned, 
makes himſclf a warning to others. 


3. Beſides the general ſufficiency of ſcrip- 
ture, to furniſh the man of God unto all good 
works, to ſuppole theſe epiſtles prophetic of 
the leading characters of every period of the 
church, is to make them anſwer, as it were, 
the ſame end, as if the Chriſtian church had 
ſuch a ſucceſſion of prophets, as the Jewiſh 
church had; for theſe epiſtles warn profeſſors 
of religion of the epidemic eceleſiaſtical diſ- 
eaſes of every time; ſtimulate them, by the 
molt powerful motives, to. guard againſt their 
contagion ; and direct our faith to ſuch cha- 
racters of Chriſt, and ſuch ſuitable promiſes, 
under every period, as contain the mot 
ſovereign incentives to neglected and the moſt 
unpopular duties. The lying pretence of 
popiſh nfallibility, is ſet up for purpoſes the 
reverſe of theſe ; but while the lips of that 
range woman, mentioned Rev. xvii. drop as 


the honeycomb, be it ever remembered, that 
ſhe 
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ſheis @ deep ditch; and a narrow pit; Oh! 
ſhun its brink, Chriſtians; for he that rs 
abborred of the Lord fhall fall thereim. 


But to come to the epiſtles themſelves, 
Chriſt directs them; not to the Pope, who 
- deſires to lord it over all churches and periods; 
nor to droce/an biſhops, who are creatures of the 
Nate, and, as ſuch, have no other than a po- 
litical exiſtence ; but to the angel, or miniſter, 
whom he had employed in ſuch a city, that 
is, to every co-ordinate ange/ fo employed; 
ics Acts xx. 17, 28. for, being himſelf con- 
ſtantly prefent in hig own houſe, he can admit 
of no gentile or Jewiſh Hierarchical governs 
ment there; therefore he has here repreſented 
his ſpiritual government, as it is to be ad- 
miniſtered upon earth, in every nation and age; 
by ſeven independent miniſters and churches. 
And, that his miniſters may not think them- 
ſelves ſole governors in his houſe, the ſpirit 
directs theſe epiſtles to the churches, as inde- 
pendent bodies; for every church of God, as 
inſtructed. by their own miniſter, has all that 
wer in itſelf, in religious matters, with 
which our Lord ever intended to intruſt men; 
and a departure from this conſtitution, has 
brought all that diſgrace upon the church, 
which we find in its three middle periods. 


The jr/# of every thing in ſcripture is gene- 
rally eſteemed the beſt, and takes rank and 


place 
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place accordingly ; ſuch was the apoſtolic, or 
Ephefian period, which came firſt ; and had 
this peculiar to itſelf, that it had tried them, 
who gave out that they were apoſtles, and were 
not; and had found them hars. This trial 
however was probably not peculiar to the 
church at Epheſus, though it was to the 
apoſtolic age. Yet churches in every period 


are bound to try the ſpirits and pretenſions of 


thoſe, who ſay they are commiſſioned to preach 
the goſpel. He that held zhe ſeven ftars in his 
right hand, and walked in the midſt of the ſever: 
golden candleſticks, ſaw with pleaſure, and cele- 
brates their works, their labour, their patience, 
their hatred to the impure deeds of the Nico- 
laitans (who were initial papiſts, as will be 
ſhown under the third period, ch. ii. 15.); 
and, in general, that they could not bear them 
that were evil. For theſe reaſons, this period 
was, to the Lord Jeſus, more emphatically 
epeois, defire*, than Epheſus had ever been to 
the deluded votaries of Diana, Acts xix. 35. 
And he promiſes to him that overcometh, to him 
I will give, what Adam loſt; I will give him 
to eat of the tree of life, which grows out of 
the reach of danger, in the maſt of the paradiſe 
of God in heaven, Rev. xxii. 2, 14. 


This period continued through the firſt 
century, Yet, when moſt of the apoſtles 


* From ti, and in, mitto. 
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were dead, before the year 96, they had 4% 


their ſiſt love, ch. ii. 1-97. and accordingly 
aperi;*, which is referred to in a, ver. 4. 

ſigniſies the remitting, omitting, or leaving of 
any thing. 


No period of the church ever had ſuch ob 
as the apoſtolic; yet, while many were {till 
laying down their lives for Chriſt, by A.D. 
96, the myſtery of iniquity, working among 
them, had abated their general fervour ; which 
was eminently grievous to the Lord Jeſus, and 
occaſioned his removing their candleſtich, not 
indeed out of the world, yet out of his place 
among the other candleſticks, or churches. 

To explain which we may obſerve, that as 
St. Paul continued three years preaching the 
goſpel, in and about Epheſus, ſo that all they 
which dwelt in Aſia heard the word of God, 
Acts xix. 10. xx. 31. fo it is probable, that, 
in the ſtriking 7magery of this ſacred viſion, 
our apoſtle ſaw the Ephęſian or apoſtolic candle- 

ick placed in the centre of the other candle- 
ſticks, and beaming upon each with peculiar 
ſplendor ; which ſeems to have been ſuppoſed 
in the threatening of removing it out of his 
place. But if God removes it to another 
ſituation in this prophetic ſcene, as really as 


mountains and iſlands removed out of their 
places, ch, vi. 14. it muſt comport with its 
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new poſition, and take rank and place with 
other candleſticks of its own order. So, for 
leaving their firſt love, the primitive churches 
loſt much of the light and heat of the apoſtles; 
and gradually came down, from one ſtep, or 
period, to another, even to modern degene- 
racy; which would not have been the caſe, 
if they had kept their firſt love; the decay of 
which, therefore, every age, fince that time, 
has had infinite occafion to deplore. This 
aſſigns a reaſon for its being ſaid only of the 
apoſtolic churches (though a// are prone to 
degenerate), that they had /eft their firſt love; 
and why no other period but this is threatened 
with the removal of their candleſtick out of his 
place; though churches in every period, like 
Epheſus, awtully loſe the goſpel, and with it 
the gracious preſence of God. | 


But while we lament the loſs of the apoſtolic 
light and heat, let us rejoice that this candle- 
ſtick was not annihilated ; for Chriſt is, in 
every age, 5 TegrxTw, he that walks, in the 
preſent tenſe, in the midſt of the ſeven golden can- 
alefticks, ch. ii. 1. and, I apprehend, that there 
were at the time of this viſion, are now, and 
always will be churches, in ſome meaſure of 
ſimilar diſpoſitions, both to the ſeven Aſiatic 
churches, and to the ſeven periods which they 


adumbrated. Amongſt all theſe Chriſt con- 
ſtantly walks, ver. 1. trimming the lamps of 
each, that they may not die; yet exerting a 
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ſpecial influence, to excite men to the peculiar. 
duties of each current period. This demands 
our preſent attention to every epiſtle; yet 
eſpecially fixes it upon that which concerns 
our own times. 


Thus the goſpel was remoyed from the 
city of Epheſus, and from Aſia to Europe; as 
it has been from other places, for the ſame 
reaſon for which they loſt it: and alſo the 
apoſtolic light and heat have decayed : all 
which was ſignified by the removing of the 
firſt candleſiick out of his place; ſee ch. ii. I—7. 
But if the other candleſticks ſucceſſively oc- 
cupy the central place, there was no ſuch 
reaſon to ſpeak of heir removal from it; as 
none of them ever had ſuch light and heat 
to communicate, as the firſt or apoſtolic can- 
dleſtick had. 


The ſecond, or Smyrnean period continued 
from A.D. 64 to 305, through the ten heathen 
Roman perſecutions; which are generally ſup- 
poſed to be intended by their having tribulation 
ten days. And it is not probable, that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhould have predicted a 6xali;, or 
perſecution of only ten literal days, or even ten 
weeks, And, though Smyrna, and its neigh- 
bouring churches, endured tribulation by the 
perſecution of one emperor and another, more 
than ten years; yet it gives a far nobler, and 
more intereſting ſenſe to the words, to ſu prove 

that 
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that our Lord advertiſes them (by his only ſur- 

viving, and now baniſhed apoſtle), that the 
perſecutions which a bloody Nero began, would 
be repeated ten times. And this tribulation 
for ten days, probably occaſioned the heathen 
Roman perſecutions to be called ten; though 
there were not, ſays Myſheim, ſo manv univerſal, 
but many more provincial ones. Yet while 
the devil caſts ſome of them into priſon, and 
others are called to be faithful even to death, 
He, the great Firſt and Laſt, who was himſelf 
dead, and is alive again, aſſures them, that he 
obſerves therr works, their tribulation, and their 
poverty; and that, in their ſharpeſt ſufferings, 
they are to him like aromatic myrrh*, bleed- 
ing from ſome Arabian tree ; which ſpreads 
a fragrance around their names, and even 
morally embalms their dead bodies too. 


Amiqdſt all their poverty, the ſaints of this 
period were eminently rich, in faith, and in 
good works ; rich towards God, and in his 


eſteem : therefore, while eternal pain and loſs 


await their perſecutors, and all thoſe 3 
phemers, who ſaid they were Jews (in the 
ſpiritual, as well as in the carnal ſenſe of the 
word), and were not, but were the ſynagogue of 
Satan, Rom, 11. 28, 29. Chriſt commands 
theſe conquerors, not to yield to the impious 
impreſſions of fear; for they ſhall not be hurt 


? Epvpe » Kolice, Lueg, myrrh.;, ſee Parkburſt and Stockius. 


of 
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of the ſecond death; on the contrary, their 
Lord engages to give thoſe who were farthful 
to death a crown of life, ch. ii. 8—11. * 


It is obſervable, that the church at Smyrna 
is not cenſured at all; which, taking the 
epiſtles literally, proves it to be purer than the 
church at Epheſus ; as it probably was, than 
any other literal church here mentioned. Yet 
it does not follow from hence, that the Smyr- 
nean martyrs, all along from A. D. 64 to 305, 
had more grace than even the firſt part of the 
apoſtolic age (which was made glorious by 
the light and zeal of many apoſtles alive to- 
gether); though the latter part of that age, 
which coincided with the firſt part of the 
Smyrnean period, had diſhonoured itſelf by an 
abatement of its holy fervour. 


The third period, which began with the 
reign of Conſtantine the great, A. D. 306, and 
continued till 7 56, ſignalized itſelf by its pre- 

oſterous 4210ns of truth and error, ſin and 
holineſs, in the churches. Many profeſſors 
of religion alſo, in theſe times of their tem- 
poral grandeur, and conſequent careleſſneſs, 
married heathen wives, But if one ſpecial 
marriage was intended to be ſignified by the 
word Pergames* it muſt be that of the church 


* TlgſzpOy, i. e. mip, emphatic, or—ſoever; or weg, 
concerning, and ya, marriage. 
and 
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and ate. This union could not take place, 
till after the Roman empire was crumbled 
into ten kingdoms, A. D. 456; ſee 2 Theſ. 
ii. 6—8. Yet to prepare for it, early in this 

eriod, Arius began to ſet the church againſt 
= firſt huſband. Anon, we find her clothed 
in a Pelagian dreſs, that ſhe might be the more 
agrecable to the men of this world. In the 
year 606, Mahomet aroſe, the antichriſt of the 
Eaſt: and in the ſame year, the oſtenſible 
glory of the weſtern church was gathered into 
ene contemptible figure, blaſphemouſly called 
a univerſal biſhop. Yet the church could not 


ſecure her union with the ſtate, till another 


150 years, viz. A. D. 7563 after a courtſhip 
of more than 3oo years. 


The literal church at Pergamos muſt be 


corrupt indeed, to have perſons, any way, con- 
need with them, who could teach men to 
eat things ſacrificed to idols, and to commit for- 
nication. Juſtice, however, even in this life, 
often takes away the goats from among the 
ſheep. And, faith our Lord to his miniſter 
there, Repent of thy ſhameful connection with 
ſuch enemies of God; or elſe will come to 
thee quickly ; and will fight, not againſt thee, 
yet againſt them with the ſword of my mouth. 
Continuing ſuch men among them, could not 
but produce confulion and every evil work in 


the church; and gives room to conjecture, 
that 


<< 
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that Antipas, Chriſt's faithful martyr, was not 
put to death by the heathen inhabitants of 
Pergamos ; but, as our Lord expreſſes it Tap 
vu, among you, that is, in the church there; 
eſpecially as this agrees with the ſenſe of the 
fame words in John xiv. 17, 25. Acts xxvi. 8. 
Col. iv. 16. and as our Lord's concern, in 
theſe epiſtles, was not with the cities them- 
ſelves, but with his churches in them. 


If our Lord had defigned to ſpeak of Satan's 
power over any of theſe heathen cities, we 
might have expected him to ſay of Epheſus, 
where all Aſia and the world worſhipped Diana, 
rather than of Pergamos, Satan's throne ts 
there; but having ſaid it of Pergamos, we 
naturally underſtand it of the church there, 
or rather of a period which ſo corrupt a church 
predicted; eſpecially as that dragon, the devil's 
giving an eccleſiaſtical beaſt his church and 
ſtate throne, power, and authority, in this 
period, ch. xiii. 2. was in order that himſelf 
might virtually be, and he was accordingly, 
taken into communion with the church, 
A. D. 756, and elected as its head, in the 
perſon of the Pope; nor will he be caſt out, 
but dwell peaceably and unſuſpected there, till 
under the ſeventh trumpet ; ſee ch. xii. 9. 
an event of which it was far more intereſting 
to his church to be informed, than merely to 
be told of his power over a particular heathen 
11 3 city; 
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city ; though every church ſhould remark 
their Lord's gracious attention to every diſad- 
vantage of their ſituation. 


As a conſequence of the former, we under- 
ſtand the word Antpas* as a name of multi- 
tade (as it ſounds), fignifying all the men 
whom the Arians, papiſts, and Mahometans 
put to death in this period. And as this 
phraſe thoſe days, here ſpoken of Antipas, in 
our tranſlation, frequently in ſcripture expreſſes 
many, and ſometimes many hundred years, 
ſo it may here. And Chriſt's having, under 
this period, a ſharp ſword with two edges, to 
cut eaſtward and weſtward, naturally leads us 
to conſider thoſe abominations which theſe 
times produced in the eaſtern and weſtern 
churches ; which, according to the common 
uſage of ſcripture, are here deſcribed under the 
name of that ancient ſubtile enemy of Iſrael, 
Balaam, and of thoſe early corrupters of the 


Chriſtian faith, the Nicolaitans. 


In the Eaſt, the leading men of theſe times 
practically held the doctrine of Balaum, whoa 
taught Balak, the king of Moab, t caſt a 
ftumbling-block before the children of 1jrael ; 


* Ajlinac, lite all (fee Homer's zy\d:&>, Iliad, b. i. 
I. 264.) againſt all, or inſtead of all ; fee BP. Hurd on Pro- 


+ if encou- 


pbecy, vol. 11. p. 10. 
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encouraging them, if they would not directly 


commit idolatry, yet t eat things ſacrificed to 
zdols; which ſoon brought them to commit 


Formation, 


How the religion of Jeſus was adulterated 
and debaſed by paganiſm, in the fourth, fifth, 

and ſixth centuries, may be ſeen in our eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtories. Afterwards, in the Eaſt, it 
received a permanent taint from the deluded 
Mahometans, who allow polygamy; and when 
their hagges, or pilgrims, offer ſheep in ſacri- 
fice, at Mina near Mecca, they are, no doubt, 
glad to ſeduce Chriſtians, whenever any ſuch 
are near them, to feed with them upon thoſe 
ſacrifices; of which we doubt not to aflert, 
that what theſe gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice 
40 devils, and not, as they pretend, 7 God, 
1 Cor. x. 20. and though they deteſt image 
worſhip, and their idolatry 1s contrived by the 
devil to be circumſtantially different, both 
from that of the pagans and the papiſts ; yet 
their 7alſe prophet is, in a ſenſe, their God; 
and their Beat Allah, or houſe of God, at 
Mecca, is in effect the object of their devo- 
* tion, the idol which they adore ;” witneſs 
their ſuperſtitious veneration paid to the pieces 
of its annual covering, to the rain that falls 
upon it, to the very duſt of that houſe, to the 
beſoms that ſweep it, and to the models, or 


ſhrines which are made of it; as well as to 
Mabhomet's 
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Mabomet's tomb at Medina; all which fix the 
charge of idhlatry upon them“; and this is 
commonly attended with corporal uncleanneſs. 
Theſe were the /:ngs the Saracen /ocu/ts carried 
in their Zaz/s, to leave in the breaſts of the 
eaſtern Chriſtians, ch. ix. 10. many of whom 
fell into this fatal error, that it was lawful 
e to diſſemble the Chriſtian faith, and to con- 
* form to eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition, to prevent 
« perſecution.” And when they afterwards 
found thoſe in the Weſt, who held the doctrine 
of the Nicolaitans, doing the fame things, it 
could not but tend to imbolden them the 
more, in eating things ſacrificed to idols, and com- 
mitting fornication ; which are the two abomi- 
nations fo viſibly promoted, though in different 
ways, by the eaſtern and weſtern antichriſt. 


That eaſtern deceiver Balaam, who lorded it 
over the people, by their ſuppoſing that God's 
bleſſing and curſe were at his diſpoſal, was 
the diſtant forerunner of Mabomet, who diſ- 
honoured this period; and who, I apprehend, 
will have a future reſurrection in the ſecond 
beaſt, when the Mahometan chief becomes a 


See Pitts's Account of the Mahometans, ch. vii, viii. and 
pope oy King's Hiftory of the (very ſuperſtitious) Greek Church 
iN Kula, | 


n . 9 Baal, Bel, Belus, Lord, and OY people; 
or from 102 to devour, and D in the preſence of, q. blow, 


or fling em. | 
Q 2 papal 
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papal Chriſtian. And Nicolas, whoſe name 
alſo ſignifies a congueror of the people, here 
repreſents the Pope (who was not, however, 
furniſhed with ficient power to enſlave 
mankind, till the cloſe of this period); for of 
whoſe deeds is it ſo likely that the Lord ſhould, 
in theſe epiſtles, _—_ ſay I hate them, as of 
his, againſt whom it is the grand deſign of 
this prophecy to warn his people ? ſee ver. 
6, 15. and ch. xi. to xix. 

Between theſe two impoſtors there is this 
difference: Balaam and Mahomet perſwaded 
the profeſſors of religion to leave the worſhip 
of God, and join their idolatrous impurities : 
but (whatever thare Nicolas, the deacon, had, 
'or had not, in. the guilt of ſome, who might 
perhaps be called after his name) the Nico- 
laitans, and the Pope, came into the church, to 
eſtabliſh their idolatry and lewdneſs, even be- 
fore God. And wickedneſs will be at its 
height upon earth, when the Mahometan 
chief, as the ſecond beaſt, comes into the 
church ; to join his forces againſt God, with 
thoſe of the firſt beaſt, a little ore he is for- 


ever caſt out. 


Vet even the Pergamean period had ſome 
who Held faſt Chriſt's name, as king of kings, &c. 


0 Nixoq g, from vixew, to conguer, and xa, the people, or 
laity : hence perhaps to nick, and Old Nick, 


and 
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and did not deny his faith, even when the 
church itſelf was become the throne of Satan, 
and the palace of his peace. Such were the 
pious adherents of Antipas, Chriſt's farthful 
martyr, whom he ſupported with Hidden manna 
(unknown to ſenſual churchmen of theſe 
times, who were hunting after worldly 
honours and viſible emoluments) ; and aſſigned 
them future ſeats with him on his throne, 
by that white tone of abſolution and honour, 
which had @ new name written on it, known 
only to him that receiveth it; eſpecially while 
the ſmoke of the bottomleſs pit inveloped pro- 
feſſors of that age; who, alas! faw not that 
Chriſt ſtood, through the whole of this period, 
with a ſharp two-edged ſword, ready to cut 
aſunder thoſe prieſts of Baal, who made this 
impious match between the church and ſtate ; 
which yet, in righteous vengeance, he ſtill 
ſuffers to plague the world; ſee ver. 12—17. 


But if it ſeems ſtrange to any, confidering 
the great corruptions of this and the next 
period, that our Lord ſhould only fay of both 
theſe churches, I have ohrya, little, or @ few 
things againſt thee, ver. 14, 20. recollect, that 
the Romiſh church, as ſuch, is no part of the 
church of Chriſt, being the kingdom of the 
beaſt: and, though the order, Come out of her, 
my people, ch. xvlii. 4. ſuppoſes, that ſome of 
God's elect may be found amongſt them, even 
after the vials are poured out; yet the court 

which 
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which is without the Chriſtian temple, in the 
Eaſt and Weſt, is given both to the Maho- 
metans and papiſts, under the ſtyle and title 
of gentiles, ch. xi. 2. our Lord does not 
therefore charge his church with ſetting up 
antichriſt, but only with Hering his intru- 
ſions, ſo far as it was in her power to prevent 
it, ver. 20. We muſt carry this thought with 
us into the next period. 


The word Thyatira ſignifies ob/tinate ſucri— 
ing*; which was the leading character of 
the middle period, from A. D. 756 to 1517, 
when Luther began the reformation from 


. 


Taking this epiſtle literally, either Helena, 
the harlot of Simon Magus; ſome lewd dea- 
coneſs among them, 1 Tim. v. 9, 15. or other 
infamous miſtreſs of idolatrous and ſeducing 
arts, like Jezebel (1 Kings xvi. 31. xxi. 25. ), 
taught this deluded church, that the apoſtolic 
decree, Acts xv. 29. commanding them to 
abſtain from meats offered to idols, from fornt- 
cation, from things ſtrangled, and from blood, 
was only a ceremonial inſtitution, appointed 
till the times of compleater reformation and 
liberty, which ſhe ſaid were come, as the 
Jewiſh | polity was now deſtroyed. And 

RY * 

From Ses, to ſacrifice, and ale, unconguerable, 

q- a and Tegw» zero. 


probably, 
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probably, ſhe undertook to prove her point, 
from Acts xv1. 4. where theſe edicts are called 
doe, pofitive degrees. But theſe her learned 
depths, as they ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt calls by 
their proper name, viz. depths of Satan. True, 
there were additional reaſons, peculiar to the 
times of the firſt planting of the goſpel, for 
abſtaining from meats offered to idols, and from 
Fornication; on which account, they were, in 
that decree, joined with things ſtrangled, and 
_ . blood: yet the two former were always, in 
their own nature, violations of the moral law, 
and ſoul-ruining; therefore, the Holy Ghoſt 
would not conclude the ſacred canon, without 
expreſsly diſtinguiſhing them from the two 
latter, which were only ceremonial, and there- 
fore to vaniſh away. Accordingly, having 
here aſſerted the iniquity of eating things offered 
to idols, and of formcation, he adds, I will lay 
upon you none other GS burden; thus care- 
fully diſtinguiſhing between the moral and 
ceremonial part of that edict, in Acts xv. 
aboliſhing the latter, and eſtabliſhing the for- 
mer of theſe... He adds nevertheleſs, as the 
goſpel has now, no other ceremonial appendage 
left about it, to be hereafter repealed, hold faſt 
the above duties, and whatever elſe thou haſt 
recerved from me, till I come. 


And this command is certainly as intereſt- 
ing to us, as to the church at Thyatira, And 


as this epiſtle exactly deſcribes the ſevereſt 
Za aſſault 
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aſſault that ever was, or can be made upon 
Chriſtianity; an aſſault that continues for 
many hundred years, and engages ten thouſand 
times more than all the craft and cunning of 
any ſingle Fegebel upon earth, yea all the rage 
and malice of hell; who can doubt but that 
our 'Lord intended to point it out to us? 
eſpecially as this is an eccleſiaſtical cheat, 
found in his own houſe. Such is that drunken 
whore, who rides the ſcarlet coloured beaft, 
with ſeven heads and ten horns, ch. xvii. 3. 
who calls herſelf a propheteſs, and predicts the 
power of her indulgences in heaven, the mi- 
racles ſhe intends to work, the ſelf- invented 
fires. of purgatory, the glory of her ſaints in 
heaven, and the miſery of her enemies in 
eternity. By theſe and ten thouſand methods 
of fraud and force, ſhe has, ever ſince A. D. 

756, like the Old-Teſtament Jezebel, ſtrenu- 
ouſly promoted idolatiy and * ewdneſs, which 
are the main pillars of popery; of which 
(whatever men may ſay) God has aſſerted, that 
ſhe never did, nor will repent*. On the con- 
trary, ſhe goes on. to offer the ſacrifice of the 
maſs, which is a conſtant crucifying of Chriſt 
in effigy: and having, in every age, facrificed 
the beſt men of their times; and ſtill con- 
tinuing to ſacriſice the reaſon, ſenſe, honour, 
and conſcience of men, there can be no 


- ® See my ſermon on Rev. ix. 20, 21, entitled, T he In- 
curable ron. 1781. Buckland, 


reaſon- 


the Pillars of Popery. 121 


| reaſantble doubt, of her future endeavour to 
ſacrifice every thing that is dear to God and 
his ſervants. But our Lord has ſeen theſe 


abominations, with eyes as a flame of fire; and 


will trample upon her, with feet that reſemble 
fine braſs ; and caſt her, and her unrepenting 


offspring and admirers, into ſuch a bed, as will 


kill them with a death, probably reſembling. 


that of Sodom and Gomorrah, ch. xix. 3. 


Vet, even in theſe wretched times, Chriſt 
finds true evangelical ve, ſervice, faith, pa- 
trence and works, in his witneſſes, ch. xi. 35 
and the laſt of their works more than the firſt ; 
for they greatly increaſed through Wick, 
the Waldenſes, ohn Huſs, and Jerome of 
Prague, even to Lyuther's time. This aſſigns 
a reaſon, why the 4w9r4s of this church only 
are named twice; for their works in the be- 
ginning of the ſixteenth century, were glori- 
ouſly different, from what they had been, for 
ſome centuries after A. D. 7 56. Theſe our 
Lord celebrates with delight; and promiſes 
to reward with that morning /tar of heavenly 
light, which opened ſo gloriouſly in this, and 
eſpecially in the next period; and with ſuch @ 
power over the nations, not only as the Seaſt, 
but as even the literal church of Thyatira 
never had; that, in the preſent and following 
period, and yet more viſibly at the day of 


© judgment, they may rule thoſe, with a rod of 


R iron, 
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iron, who would here yield to no gentle 
perſwaſives of human or divine love, ch. xi. 5, 6. 
And, though ſuch men may be permitted to 
torment the world for the preſent, as the veſſels 
of a potter ſhall they be broken in pieces, in ſuc- 
ceeding ages; ſee ver. 18—29. 


In the viſion of the feats, trumpets, and 


. vals, we find the three laſt of each, more ex- 


tenſive than the four firſt; and fo we ſhall 
find the three laſt ehe, which are yet to be 
conſidered, 


A ſhield is the hierogiyphic of the next, viz, 


the gib period, which is the time of reforma- 


tion, from A. D. 1517 to 2016; ſo the word 


Sardis ſignifies, in Syriac, ſays Schrevelius: and 


in this, and the following period, the goſpel 
will be preached in Syria, and every other 
nation under heaven. And if you ſuppoſe a 


ſhield, the proper inſtrument of a defenſive 


war, ſtudded with red fiery ſardiuſes, with 
intermingled ſardonixes, of many colours, one 
upon another, emboſſed therein, this will give 
a lively view of that ſpiritual defence, which 
believers have, eſpecially in theſe times, by 
means of their ſteady faith of divine truth, and 
their unſhaken confidence in the power and 

race of their every-where preſent Immanuel. 
And when he comes to pour out the vals of 
his wrath, perhaps from A. D. 1936 to 1942, 


they 
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they will probably think of the Hebrew ſenſe of 
the word Sardis, viz. the Lord's threſhing*. 


But as a part of this 499 years eminently 
concerns us, can we read without horror, what 
our Lord fays of this period ; while we /ee, 
and perhaps fee/ it too, awfully verified zz and 
around us | viz. Thou haſt a name that thou 
liveft, (a literal deſcription of the times of 
reformation !) and art dead ; the things which 
remain are ready to die; and I have not found 
thy works perfect, or filled up before God. 
Remember therefore, adds he, with wonted 
grace, how thou haſt received, and heard from 
thy firſt reformers; who even now continue 
to beſpeak your attention, by the blood they 
ſhed for you, as well as by their writings ; 
and hold faſt goſpel doctrines, and that pure 
religion which they ſnatched for you, from 
the devouring jaws of the beaſt; and repent 
of thy indifference to the goſpel (which, con- 
cealing itſelf under that cant word charity, 
unſuſpected throws dirt in the Saviour's face, 
and treats him as an impoſtor), as well as 
of all thy other abominations. Theſe things 
have inſenſibly ſtolen upon thee, in a be- 
nighted and ſleepy hour; if therefore thou 
ſhalt not wake vp thy powers, and watch, I 
will come upon thee ſuddenly, unexpectedly, 
and with great ſurprize and dread, as @ thtef, 


W a lord, or director, and WT to threſs, or daſh. 
R 2 | in 
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in that dark night, which will gradually ad- 
vance upon thee; the darkneſs of which will, 
however, be attended with ſuch a ſtupefying 
power, that amidſt every warning given, thou 
Halt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 


Our Lord cannot come as @ thief, to take 
that which is not his own; for he is Lord of 
all, Acts x. 36. yet, as a thief, he will enter 
unobſerved, and without noiſe, while men 
are aſleep ;. and permit the ſecond beaſt (after 
A. D. 1866, and probably about 1886) to pack 
up, and carry away, not the lumber of your 
houſes (thieves do not come for lumber; their 
eyes are upon ſomething better ; and Chriſt 
never ſpeaks of himſelf as coming as a thief, 
when he comes only to take away temporal 

good things: therefore), you may ſtill enjoy 
your temporalities quietly, if you will ſuffer 
the beaſt to ſet his mark, name, image, or num- 
ber upon them ; but he comes to take away 
your valuables, your plate, jewels, &c. that 
is, your bibles, ordinances, fabbaths, ſacra- 
ments, ſpiritual books, miniſters, &c. &c. 
And if our Lord takes them away, nothing 
but his own power and grace can bring them 
again ; but when God's ſervants ſee theſe 
things accompliſhed, they will probably have 
no more doubt about the prophetic ſenſe of 
this, or the other epiſtles ; eſpecially as they 
will then ſee its perfect agreement, ſo far, with 


the viſion of the /ſea/s and trumpets. 
And, 
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And, alas! dreadful as the above threatening 
is, there is no reaſon to believe, that the men 
of theſe times, will ſo generally warcb, as to 
prevent this miſchief; becauſe the Jews would 
not take methods to prevent that deſtruction, 
with which Mo/es, 1/azah, and others of their 
prophets threatened them : and are we better 
than they : no, in no wiſe; becauſe the modern 
divinity has generally abſolved the magiſtrate, 
as ſuch, from any care about the duties of the 
firſt table of the moral law ; which (though 
blindneſs does not ſee it) even now w1ifbly 
deluges the world, yea, and the church itſelf, 
with impiety and infidelity ; becauſe that 
church is ſtill mixed among us, of which God 
has ſaid, I gave her ſpace to repent of her for- 
nication, and ſhe repented not, ch. ii. 21. and 
above all, becauſe, as God has aſſerted that 
popery, and therefore papiſts in general, never 
did, nor will alter for the better* ; fo, by a 


Judicial ſtroke, he has put it into the bearts of 


the ten horns, or kingdoms of the beaſt, zo 
fulfil his vindictive will; even to agree, and 
give their kingdom to the beaſt ; until the words 
which he has ſpoken on this ſubject hall be 
Fulfilled, ch. xvii. 17. ſee John xi. 39, 40. 


* See the Incurable Abomination, quoted before. See alſo 
a Summary Account of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge. Edinburgh printed, 1783; which in- 
forms us of the growth of popery, in the Highlands there, 
and of the methods uſed to diſſeminate it in Edinburgh ; 
which may well alarm the friends of religion and het 


Therefore, 


Huntry. 
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Therefore, after our Lord has come as a they 
to his church, he farther warns the men of 
this period, of bis future coming, as ſuch, to 
the wicked, at death and judgment ; ſaying, 
under the ſixth via/ (which may perhaps be 
poured out upon the Turks, in the land of 
Iſrael, A. D. 1941), Behold I come as a thief, 
happy is he * watcheth, and keepeth his gar- 
ments; that he may not walk naked, and) they 
fee his ſhame, ch. xvi. 15. as © the guards of 
e the temple were put to public ſhame, who 
te were found ſleeping upon their watch there,” 


ſays Lenfant. 


Yet, amidſt the impenitence of theſe times, 
the Lord Jeſus cannot have given this warning 
wholly in vain. A few will foreſee the evil, 
and hide themſelves; and for their ſakes I have 
attempted to prove the prophetic ſenſe of theſe 
epiſtles, in hope that ſome of my cotemporaries 
will read this epiſtle to Sardis, as a letter from 
heaven, directed by the ſpecial appointment of 
God, to themſelves particularly, While many 
walk naked to their ſhame, ſuch perſons will 
watch, and keep their garments, Of theſe 
Chriſt has ſaid, Thou haſt a few names even 
in Sardis, eaſt and weſt, which have not defiled 
their garments ; and they ſhall walk with me in 
the 2v47e of purity on earth; for they are meet 
for this honour: and, when their victories are 
*compleated, they Hall be clothed in the white 
raiment of triumph in heaven. And while, 


by 


/ 
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by my providence here, and by my righteous 
ſentence at death, I blot out ten thouſand 
names of thoſe who had vainly pretended a 
relation to me, I vill not blot out one of their 
names; but will confeſs the name of every ſuch 
perſon, before my Father, and before his angels. 
And though this hope is, in part, unſeen at 
preſent, that character of himſelf by which 
our Lord ſeals it, has been very viſible in this 
period, viz. He that hath the ſeven ſpirits of 
God, and diſpenſes them, at this day, in 
various natural and political gifts, as well as in 
ſpiritual grace; and the ſeven ſtars, or miniſters: 
for, together with Ephefian, Smyrnean, Phila- 
delphian, and Laodicean ſtars, we have ſeen in 
the church of God, and yet muſt, with vaſt 
aſtoniſhment, even in the preſent illumined 
period, Pergamean and Thyatirian miniſters ; 
who under a profeſſion of love to God, are fo 
far deluded by the ſpirit of the world, as to 
conſent, that kings ſhould be dictators in the 
houſe of God; and connive at the Balaamites, 
Nicolaitans, and Fezebels of theſe times. 


The {xt4, or Philadelphian period will ob 
r 


bably continue a thouſand years, viz. from 


A. D. 2016 to 3016. And in theſe happy 
times, Chriſt will be known in the glory of 
his eſſential holineſs and truth as God; and of 
his irreſiſtible power as king mediator: for, 
having the key of David, he now opens, and no 
man ſbuts; ſhuts, and no man opens, as Eliakim, 


his 
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his type had done, If. xxii. 22. and his in- 
fluence alſo produces that Philadelphia, or bro- 
therly love which adorned the primitive times; 


and to which his grace alone can form, the 
heart. 


When God's children thus tenderly love 6he 
abother, he will et before them an open door, 
that all the nations, which had not been com- 
pleatly evangelized, in the Sardian period, m ay 
now-come in to ſhare their joy and bleſſedne 
This js what Chriſt's miniſters, in preceding 
periods, had earneſtly, but in vain, longed for; 
while corrupt eſtabliſhments trove to confine 
their uſefulneſs to one regiſlered ſpot : but 
now our Lord will give a door of opportunity, 
and of utterance, for the preaching of the 
goſpel ; and a door of faith, for men to receive 
it ; which will produce all the millennium, 
that good men can reaſonably defire in this 
world. It is added, for thou haſt a little. 

ſtrength : and, if it requires leſs ſtrength now 

to hold faſt God's truths, than it did in per- 
ſecuting times; certainly i in the peaceful mil- 
lennium, at d r time, ch. xx. 5. aſſures us, 
that the Balaamites, and Nicolaitans, the Je- 
zebels, Pharaobs, and Rabſhakehs of former 
ages, will be generally torpid, or hand-cutfted, 
a little ftrength will be ſufficient to keep God's 
word, and not deny his name, as ſome former 
periods had ſhamefully done; fee Iſ. Ixiii. 8. 

and it is of this expreſsly that the Holy _— 

ere 
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here ſpeaks, viz. of their ſtrength publicly to 
hold faſt God's name, truths, and glory. And 
when, at the ſame time, the glory of the Lord 
is ſeen all over the wide- extended Philadel- 
phian period, agreeable to the magnificent 
promiſes in the laſt chapters of Iſaiah, in 
Jer. xxxi. 34. and in other places which 
ſpeak of theſe times; God's people will ſee, 
that our Lord's days, which had talked aloud 
of this period, could not fully repreſent its 
worſhip and pleaſures. 


Yet, in ſome part of theſe happy times, 
Satan will have a ſynagogue; eſpecially among 
ſome Jews, who, ſeeing how their believing 
brethren (after they are reſtored to their own 
land) are beloved and honoured of God and 
men, will ſet up, upon the foundation of their 
native unbelief ; ſaying, that they are Jeu, 
in the ſpiritual] ſenſe of the word, though they 
are not, but do lie. The church, however, 
now delivered from the beaſt, will, in a ſenſe, 
have no temptation to uſe i weapons againſt 
theſe deluded men; as their own magiſtrates 
now reſolutely protect the letter of the ten 
commandments, Zech. xiii. 2, 3. 1 Tim. i. 
9, 10. and as God's glory, viſible upon his 
people, will mate their enemies fe come and 
worſhip before their feet, and to know that he 
has loved them ; which will alſo put an ever- 
laſting end to the enmity between Jews and 
gentiles ; ſee Rom. xi. 25, 20. 

EOS. The 
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The ſaints, however, in this millennial ſab- 
batiſm, or ſeventh millenary, are advertiſed, 
that an hour of tempration will come upon all 
the world, now externally chriſtianized, 70 try 
them that dwell upon the earth. But this hour 
ſhall not come in the time of the Philadel- 
phian period; becauſe they have Kept, ſays our 
Lord, the word of my patience, or that goſpel 
which demands our patience under trials and 
afflictions, by aſſuring us of the divine pa- 
tience with the world, till the ſcheme of his 
government is compleated ; and repretenting 
It as a matter of patience to himſelf, in theſe 
times, that his enjoyment of his elect, muſt 
be delayed, till another ſhort period is paſſed 
away; ſee Rom. xv. 5. Rev. i. 9. Bebold, 
adds he, I come rau quickly : and prophecies 
will be ſo conſpicuouſly fulfilled by this time; 
and ſuch ſtriking things will ſpeedily occur in 
the next period, that Chriſt's coming may, in 
a ſenſe, be dated from this hour ; ſee a note 
on the word rau, ch. xi. 14. Hold faſt that 
which thou haſt, that no man may take thy 
crown ; which ſome will attempt, even in the 
millennium. Obſerve, God's people will 
never be free from enemies on this fide heaven. 
But though this longeſt, and happieſt period 
of the Chriſtian church muſt come to its cloſe 

after it has given them ſome idea of the ce- 
leſtial glory; ſee If. li. 16. Ixv. 17—19. 
Ixvi. 22. and 2 Pet. iii. 8, 13.), our Lord 


promiſes, Him that lady "a I make a 
"WY 
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pillar in the temple of my God ; and he ball go 


no more out. And I will write upon him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, the New Feruſalem, which cometh down 
out of heaven from my God; fee ch. xxi. 2. 
and | will write upon him my own new name 
mediator, ver. 7—1 3. 


That the ſeventh, which is the laſt period 
of the church, viz. from A. D. 30 16 to 3125, 
ſhould, at leaſt for a conſiderable part of it, be 
the worſt of all, will,-I apprehend; not ſur- 
prize thoſe who recollect, (1.) The violent 
tendency there is in human nature to apoſtatize 
from God. We act in religion, as we are 
acted upon; and ru to heaven, only as ws 
are draum therefore, as ſoon as the grace of 
the millennium is withheld, profeſſors of reli- 
gion will fall morally aſleep, and vainly dream 

of the duty and bleſſedneſs of former times. 
Yet this thadow of ancient greatneſs, may 
ſerve to keep up their proud diſtinction from 
the world; and make them ſo far concur with 
the divine deſign, as not to tolerate the openly 
wicked among them; nor ſuffer another 
popiſh farce to be acted over in Chriſtendom. 
(2.) Satan being looſed out of priſon, will 
renew all his wiles upon them, except popery, 
ch. xx. 7. (3.) The vileſt of men now again 
croud and 12 the ſtage of life, who durſt 
not ſhew their heads in the millennium, 
ver. 4, 5. which will have the ſame effect as 

| | 8 2 at 
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at preſent, and make the love of many cold to- 
wards God, Mat. xxiv. 12. (4.) Chriſt has 
aſſured us, that, notwithſtanding every warn- 
ing given, the ungodly world, whether in or 
out of the church, will be found in that awful 
ſtate of ſecurityat his coming, which diſgraced 
the old world and Sodom, as well as Jeruſalem, 
juſt before its deſtruction, both by the Baby- 
lonians and the Romans; ſee Jer. vii. 4. Mat. 
xxiv. 37—51, Luke xvii. 26—30. xviii. 8. 


Satan's being looſed out of his priſon, at the 
beginning. of this period ; and his meeting 
again upon earth his dear Pharaohs, Bonners, 
and Lauds, though they are hand-cufted, 
ch. xx. 5, 7. will probably produce that hour 
of temptation, of which our Lord had adver- 
tiſed the former period, that it ſhould come 
upon all the world in this, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth, ch. iii. 10. And can the 
church of God ſee this (if indeed they /ee it!) 
and yet continue lukewarm and conceited ? 
Two events, however, await them, which 

will probably remind them of Chriſt's coun/e/, 
and bring them to S his gold tried in the 
fire; his white raiment, that they may be 
clothed; and to anoint their eyes with his eye- 
ſalve, that they may ſee, viz. the violent attack 
which will be made upon them, by enemies 
numerous as the ſand of the ſea, aſſembled 
from the four quarters of the earth, to force 
them to give up the name of Chriſtians ; and 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially ſo, the fire which will come from 
God out of heaven, to devour theſe their in- 
vaders. To which perhaps I might have 
added, the devil's being caſt into the lake of fire 

. gnd brimſtone, to be tormented, ævith the beaſt 
and the falſe prophet, day and night, for ever 
and ever; which, if not done vi/bly, will 
probably be, ſome way, notified to God's peo- 
le; whom it concerns to obſerve, how human 


nature will behave, when it is delivered from | 


this tempter; fee ch. xx. 8—10. 


W hatever other providences, public or pri- 
vate, are neceſſary to engage the elect to at- 
tend to thoſe counſels, reproofs, admonitions, 
and promiſes, which our Lord will continue 
to give to the end of the word; no doubt he 
Amen, the faithful and true witneſs, the ruler 
a of the creation of God, will both direct and 
bleſs for this purpoſe. Yet the above will be 
ſuch a loud #nock at the door, as Chriſt, who 
had long ſtood there, e5nxz, had never given 


before; and it will awake many: and ſome: 


will doubtleſs be coming in, even to the laſt 
hour, to ſup with Chriſt, before the ſtage of 
earth is taken down, ch. iii. 20. And if w/e 
virgins can ſlumber again, after ſuch alarming 
things, Mat. xxv. 5. yet as they know about 
the year when their Lord will come (ſee the 
notes on ch. xx. 11—15.), the very begin- 
ning of ſuch a year, will probably utter this 
effectual cry in their conſciences, Bebold the 

bridegroom 


eas . co Nd — AU A aiz4xczc jc] cre ua kl... 4 


134 The prophetic Senſe of the Epiſtles 


bridegroom cometh! go ye forth tomeet him. At 
the ſame time, the wicked will be left in their 
obſtinate impenitence and unbelief, like Lot's 
ſons in law, Gen. xix. 14. and, in this dreadful 
tate, awake, alas! too late, by the foaming fire 
of that day of the Lord; ſee Mat. xxiv. - 39. 
Luke xviii. 8. 1 Theſ. v. 3. 2 Theſ. i. 7—9. 
And in that day it will appear, that this period 
was properly called Laodicea*, the vengeance 
due to, or the avenging of the people in general; 
ſee ch. iii. 14—22. 


Thus we have ſeen, in miniature, a pro- 
phetic hiſtory of, the church, from the times 
of the apoſtles to the end of the world ; which 
proves itſelf true, as well by its perfect cor- 
reſpondence with that prophetic hiſtory of the 
church and the world, which is given us by 
the viſion of the ſeals and trumpets, as by its 
exact agreement with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; 
which, even now, holds up a mirror to ſhew 
us the accompliſhment of more than four 
parts and a half of it, viz. by the apoſtolic 
age, the heathen perſecutions, the ſtrugglefor 
the papacy, the reign of it, and the begun 
reformation ; which when compleated, will 
certainly be ſucceeded by the millennium, and 
the appointed cloſe of all. As for God, his - 
way 1s perfect; the word of the Lord is tried, 


or refined, Pſ. xviii. 30, and a devout attention 


From A«Q>, populus, turba, and dixn, jus, pana, vindicta. 
| | to 
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to it is neceſſary to prove that we are horn of 
God. But if ſome had not firſt neglected pro- 
pbectes, Satan could not have prevailed upon 
them to deſþrJe them. And if I had appre- 
hended, that little can be known about this 
revelation, till it is all accompliſhed, this 
would have deprived me of much pleaſure and 
profit. May God unveil this book daily to 


every humble inquirer ! 


To Brocarde, whoſe Revelation revealed was 
printed in Engliſh, A. D. 1582; to Vitringa, 
Brightman, and Dr. H. More, it would have 
been eaſy to have added many other names, 
who have aſſerted the prophetic ſenſe of theſe 
epiſtles: but a divine faith can reſt only on 
God's words. My thanks are, however, due 
to the Rev. Mr. Maddock of Creaton, whoſe 
Letter to the Rev. M. Browne, on the Downfal 
of Antichriſt, occaſioned this inquiry into the 
internal evidences of a prophetic ſenſe, which 
the epiſtles themſelves ſeem to afford us; the 
truth of which, now ſuppoſed, permit me to 
intreat my readers, 


1. To view the characters of every period, 
as they appear in the preſent. This will teach 
us whom to pity, and whom to warn; with 
whom to join ourſelves, and whom to ſhun. 
Our Lord tells us, in the preſent Sardian pe- 
r10d, ch. iii. 1. that he has now, that is, em- 
ploys Tovg era aorepa;, the ſeven flare, 1 ** 

ave 
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have ſucceſſively illumined, or will, the dif- 
ferent periods of the Chriſtian chirch; there- 
fore, in ſome miniſters and churches, you now 
ſee more of the apoſtolic light and heat than 
in others; though even theſe will (alas ! too 
Noon), leave their fir? love. At the ſame. time, 
ſome are labouring under Smyrnean perſecu- 
tions; ſome making literally and eccleſiaſti- 
cally, Pergamean marriages, as Balaamites and 
Nicolaitans would have them; ſome offering 
Thhyatirian ſacrifices, and ſnamefully conniving 
at "he practices of a Jewd and- idolatrous 
Tezebel (alas! theſe men will not conſider, 
that He, oboe voice ſhook the earth at Sinai, 
and who afterwards hook the heavens by his 
goſpel; by that laſt act did wirt, and will 
therefore, in due time, rea/ly ſhake the ſea, out 
of which the firit beaſt aroſe, and the dry land, 
+ which gave birth to the ſecond ; ſce Hag. ii. 
6, 7. Heb. x1i. 26, 27.); ſome are amuſing 
themſelves with a Sardian name to live; ſome 
-rejotcing in Philadelphian enlargment; and 
others diſhonouring themſelves by Laadicean 
lukewarmneſs. Thus things will continue in 
the preſent period. And while, in every age, 
Chriſt walks in the midjt of the ſeven golden 
candleſticks, ch. ii. 1. in every age, ſome will 
oppoſe his way. And, notwithſtanding the 
. preſent national averſion of the Jews to idol- 
atry, ſome, even in the Philadelphian period, 
who ſay they are Fews, and are not, but do 
1 will indulge to ſuch Nicolaitan, that is, 
Perga- 
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Pergamean and Thyatirian practices, as will 


awfully prove, that they are the ſynagogue of 


Satan; even when that enemy is ſhut 15 in 
the hottomle eſs pit; ſee ch. ii. 6, 15. iii. 
There were many antichriſts in our. noftle's 8 
time, and no age will be wholly free from 
rem, 1 John ii. 18. 


2. Bleſs God for the great advantages of the 
preſent period; which is, in ſome reſpects, 
the moſt indulged (though not the holieſt), 
ſince the apoſtle's time. If we are free from 
Smyrnean oppreſſions; and if our hands are 
clean from Pergamean ſtrife for power, and 


from Thyatirian ſacrifices, ſhall it not awake | 


our gratitude to think, that ſome of our 
brethren, are, at this hour, diſtreſſed or pol- 
luted with one or other of theſe grievous 
evils ? 


3. Carefully perform the duties of your own 
ſtations in the preſent period. This is true 
charity to unborn ages, as well as preſent 
rational ſelf-love. But how diſtant from ſuch 
a temper were Feroboam the ſon of Nebat, and 
the avaricious Balaam; who are both alive to 
this hour, in the miſchiefe which the former 
did to the ten tribes of Iſrael, by the calves 
of Dan and Bethel; and the latter to the 


numerous nations, who are diſhonoured by 
Mahomet's name; as well as, through them, 


to the benighted Chriſtians in the Eaſt! Do 
8 T you 


.* 
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ou tremble at the thought of ſuch an exe- 
crable kind of longevity, marked with the 
eternal ruin of ſucceſſive myriads! Oh! ſtir 
ap yourſelves, ye miniſters of God, to warn 
his elect, to hide themſelves under the covert 
of his wings, from modern 1niquities, and the 
awful judgments which they will bring upon 
the preſent period; ſee ch. iii. 3. Let ma- 
giſtrates alſo awake, and drive affrighted vice 
into its infernal cells. Vea, come, ye parents 
and maſters too, to the Help of the Lord againſt 
the mighty ; ſo will God, even our own God, 
bleſs us temporally and eternally. To this 
end, eſpecially, 


— 


4§᷑. Venerate, and delight yourſelves in, the 
holy ſcriptures-in general; which alone can 
give you proper ideas of God and yourſelves, 
of time and eternity ; and conſole your ſpirits, 
under the ſevereſt trials of labouring mor- 
tality, But the writings of our laſt- ſurviving 
apoſtle, may well, on many accounts, be emi- 
nently endeared to you; eſpecially the Reve- 
lation, and his Epy/tles, which were probably 
written after it; in which he ſolemnly warns 
us, againſt every thing that would prepare the 
way of the great antichriſt, whom he had be- 
fore deſcribed. As thus warned, (1.) Guard 
againſt the deiſtical, Sabellian, and in-dwelling 
ſebeme antichriſt ; for he is antichriſt that de- 
2 nieth the Father and the Son. (2.) Againſt 
the Jewiſh antichriſt ; for 200 zs à har, _ he 
£ that 
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that denieth that Feſus is the Chriſt? 1 John 
ii. 18, 22. (3.) Againſt the Arian and Soci- 
nian antichriſt, ch. iv. 3. Every ſpirit that 
confeſſeth not that our Lord and God TFeſus 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is not of God; and 
this is that ſpirit of entichriſt, whereof you have 
heard, that it ſhould come ; and even now al- 
ready is it in the world. For many decervers 
are entered into the world; who confeſs not that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh*. This is a 
decerver, and an antichriſt. Whoſoever tranſ- 
greſſeth, and abideth not in the doftrine of Chriſt, 
is not of God. But he that abideth in the 
dofrine of Chriſt, which is a doctrine of purity, 
humility, light, and love, he hath both the 
' Father and the Son, 2 John 7, 9. If we at- 
tend to theſe things, the ſſamina of popery will 


die away in our hearts. 


To conclude. Comparing the viſion of the 
feals and trumpets, with this account of the 
periods of the church, we obſerve, 


1. In the apoſtolic age, Chriſt rode forth 
on the white horſe of the goſpel, conguerimg 
and to conquer; and this he did, before John ſaw 
it in viſion, A. D. 96, by the opening of the 
firſt cal, ch. vi. 1, 2. though he rode out like a 
conqueror, more eminently after that time. 


; See Dr, Horlley's Letters in Reply to Dr. Prieſtley, 
1784. 


24 : 2* In 


140 The Seals, Trumpets, 


2. In the Smyrnean period, while the church 
was ſuffering perſecution, from A. D. 64 to 
305, their enemies the Jews, and eier 
the Romans, felt thoſe four ſore judgments of 
God, the ſword, famine, peſtilence, and wild 
| beaſts, which open under the ſecond, third, 
and fourth als, ch. vi. 3—8. 


3. While the church was ſtriving for ſecular 
power,. under the Pergamean period, from 
A. D. 306 to 756, firſt their perſecutors die 
in horror, under the xt ſeal, ch. vi. 1517. 
then the Roman empire is ſhaken to pleces, 
under the four fir/t trumpets, ch. viii. 7—12. 
and Saracen and papal /ocu/ts torment the Eaſt 

and Weſt, under the ib, ch. ix. 1—11. 


4. The Thyatirian period, from A. D. 750 
to 1517, ſees the Saracens and Turks ravaging 
the Eaſt; and both finds and leaves the two 
witneſſes propheſying, againſt popery and Ma- 
hometaniſm, in the Eaſt and Welt ; ſee 
ch. ix. x. xi. 


5. An unſupported name to live, diſhonours 
the greateſt part of the Sardian period, from 

A. D. 1517 to 2016. We are called, yet hate 
really to be reformed. While, however, Per- 
gamean and Thyatirian miniſters are ſinfully, 
though undeſignedly, aiding the prince, and 
the powers of this world, to bring in popery 
Wan, the beaſt kills the witneſſes, A. D. 1862; 
and 


*. 
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and the ſecond beaſt, as the ſcourge of God, 
for our double dealing with him, ſpreads yet 


direr ravages. But the vials of God's wrath | 


clear the air, by A.D. 1942 ; and call upon 

the daughters of Sion to put on their beautiful 

garments, to meet the Lord in the next period; 
ſee ch. xi. to xix. 


6. The Philadelphian is the ſabbatical pe- 
riod, from A. D. 2016 to 3o16 ; therefore 
nothing is ſaid in it, immediately, about the 
affairs of this world, except the general cha- 
racter of its people, and the number and 
ſpiritual glory of its thrones; for Satan is 


bound through the whole of this period ; yet 


vain pretenders to religion debaſe, at leaſt, a 


part of it; ſee ch. iii. 9. xx. 1—6. 


7. In the Laodicean Pein from A. D. 13016 
to 3125, Satan, being releaſed, gathers an 
army, from the four quarters of the earth, 
againſt the church of God. But he 1s caſt 
into the Jake of fire, before the day of judg- 
ment ; and while, after that, ſinners riot in 
ſecurity, even to the laſt hour ; the faiats 
awake at the approach of glory, and ſay exult- 
ing, as with one voice, Come Lord Feſus; come 
quickly. Amen and Amen, 
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